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a: Planted in his house

Psalms 92:12-15 (NIV84)
The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the

house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they
will stay fresh and green, proclaiming, “The Lord is upright; he is my Rock, and there is no
wickedness in him.”

b: A tale of two trees
Psalm 1:all
Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners
or sit in the seat of mockers.2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates
day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and
whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

Job 8:11-13 (NIV84)
Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? Can reeds thrive without water? While still growing

and uncut, they wither more quickly than grass. Such is the destiny of all who forget God; so perishes

the hope of the godless.

Job 8:16-18 (NIV84)
He is like a well-watered plant in the sunshine, spreading its shoots over the garden; it entwines its

roots around a pile of rocks and looks for a place among the stones. But when it is torn from its spot,
that place disowns it and says, ‘I never saw you.’

c: Planted in the kingdom
The soil of the kingdom (Mark 4:30-32)
The soil of the local house (Psalms 92:12-15)
The soil of the Word (John 15:3-5)
The soil of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-18)
The fruit stealers from our past (Judges 6)
The power of the resurrection

d: Hope for a heart
Romans 8:10-11 (NIV84)
But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of

righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised

Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.



Who moved my figs?

Mark 11:11-18 (NIV84)

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked around at everything, but since it was
already late, he went out to Bethany with the Twelve. The next day as they were leaving Bethany,
Jesus was hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit.
When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. Then he
said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it. On
reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple area and began driving out those who were buying and
selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling
doves, and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. And as he
taught them, he said, “Is it not written: “‘my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’?
But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.”” The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this
and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at
his teaching.

Heart and mouth disease

Mark 11:20-25 (NIV84)

In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. Peter remembered
and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” “Have faith in God,” Jesus
answered. “I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,” and
does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.
Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be
yours. And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your
Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.

Digging deep: relationship

Nehemiah 1:1-4 (NIV84)

The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah:In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while | was in
the citadel of Susa, Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and |
questioned them about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. They
said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and
disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.” When |
heard these things, | sat down and wept. For some days | mourned and fasted and prayed before the
God of heaven.

Digging deep:Worship and repentance

Nehemiah 1:5-6 (NIV84)

Then | said:“0 Lord, God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love
with those who love him and obey his commands, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to
hear the prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of
Israel. | confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s house, have committed
against you.

Digging deep: respect for covenant

Nehemiah 1:8-9 (NIV84)
“Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, | will scatter

you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled
people are at the farthest horizon, | will gather them from there and bring them to the place | have
chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’



Digging deep:Personal courage

Nehemiah 1:10-11 (NIV84)
“They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty

hand. O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your
servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor in
the presence of this man.”| was cupbearer to the king.



