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The book of Ecclesiastes

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



1“Vanity[a]of vanities,” says the Preacher;

“Vanity of vanities,all isvanity.”

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

Ecclesiastes 1:1
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The Teacher is deconstructing all the ways we try 

and find meaning & purpose for our lives apart 

from God

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



GREEK for Vanity - Hevelor Hebel 

breath (5), delusion (2), emptiness (2), mere breath

(2), nothing (1), vapor (1)

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



Two Types of people

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



Two Types of people

1) VICTIM 

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



VICTIM

- Never his/her fault. Always someone to blame;
- Self Pity;
- Negative thought life and words;
- Experience life as a vapor with no purpose; 

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11



Key to life –accepting everything is hevel, a vapor

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



24Nothingisbetter for a manthan that he should 
eat and drink, andthat his soul should enjoy good 
in his labor. This also, I saw, was from the hand of 
God.25For who can eat, or who can have 
enjoyment,[i]more than I?26ForGodgiveswisdom 
and knowledge and joy to a man whois good in His 
sight; but to the sinner He gives the work of 
gathering and collecting, thathe may give tohim 
who isgood before God.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

Ecclesiastes 2:24-26
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Two Types of people

2) VICTOR 

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



13Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

Fear God and keep His commandments,
For this is man’s all.
14ForGod will bring every work into judgment,
Including every secret thing,
Whether good or evil.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14



The book shows the limits of human wisdom and is a 
salutary reminder of the sort of person we will become if we 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦ  

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



This book allows us to examine the wrong ideas alongside the 
good and true ones. Its shows the best that human thinking can 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΦ Lǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ 
angle and from the next world, we will end up disillusioned 

disappointed and depressed. 

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



Everything Has Its Time
3 To everythingthere isa season,
A time for every purpose under heaven:
2 A time [a]to be born,
Anda time to die;
A time to plant,
And a time to pluckwhat isplanted;
3 A time to kill,
And a time to heal……

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11
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…. And a time tohate;
A time of war,
And a time of peace.
The God-Given Task
9 What profit has the worker from that in which he 
labors?10 I have seen the God-given task with which 
the sons of men are to be occupied.11He has made 
everything beautiful in its time.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11



VICTORS

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



Jehoshaphat

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



20 It happened after thisthat the people ofMoab 
with the people ofAmmon, andotherswith them 
besides theAmmonites,[a] came to battle against 
Jehoshaphat.2 Then some came and told 
Jehoshaphat, saying, “A great multitude is coming 
against you from beyond the sea, from[b]Syria; and 
they arein HazazonTamar”.3 And Jehoshaphat 
feared, and set[c]himself toseek theLORD, 
andproclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.4 So 
Judah gathered together to askhelp from theLORD; 
and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek 
the LORD.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Chronicles 20:17-18
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‘Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this 
great multitude,for the battleisnot yours, but 
God’s.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Chronicles 20:17-22



18And Jehoshaphatbowed his head withhisface to 
the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem bowed before theLORD, worshiping 
the LORD. 19Then the Levites of the children of the 
Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites
stood up to praise theLORDGod of Israel with 
voices loud and high.
20So they rose early in the morning and went out 
into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out, 
Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, O Judah 
and you inhabitants of Jerusalem:Believe in 
the LORDyour God, and you shall be established; 
believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.”

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Chronicles 20:17-22



21And when he had consulted with the people, he 
appointed those who should sing to theLORD, and 
who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they 
went out before the army and were saying:
“Praise theLORD,
For His mercyenduresforever.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Chronicles 20:17-22



22Now when they began to sing and to 
praise,the LORDset ambushes against the people of 
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come 
against Judah; and they were defeated.23For the 
people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the 
inhabitants of Mount Seirto utterly kill and 
destroythem.And when they[e]had made an end 
of the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy 
one another. 24So when Judah came to a place 
overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the 
multitude; and thereweretheir dead bodies, fallen 
on the earth. No one had escaped.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Chronicles 20:17-22
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Nehemiah

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



8Then I sent to him, saying, “No such things as you 
say are being done, but you invent them in your 
own heart.”
9 For they allwere trying tomake us afraid, saying, 
“Their hands will be weakened in the work, and it 
will not be done.”
Now therefore,O God,strengthen my hands.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

Nehemiah 6:9-10



Hezekiah

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m



“Hear the word of the great king, the king of 
Assyria!29Thus says the king:‘Do not let Hezekiah 
deceive you, for he shall not be able to deliver you 
from his hand;30nor let Hezekiah make you trust in 
the LORD, saying, “TheLORDwill surely deliver us; 
this city shall not be given into the hand of the king 
of Assyria.” ’31Do not listen to Hezekiah; 

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Kings 18:28-31



So he again sent messengers to Hezekiah, 
saying,10“Thus you shall speak to Hezekiah king of 
Judah, saying: ‘Do not let your Godin whom you 
trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem shall not be 
given into the hand of the king of Assyria.”11Look! 
You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done 
to all lands by utterly destroying them; and shall 
you be delivered?12Have the gods of the nations 
delivered those whom my fathers have destroyed, 
Gozanand Haran and Rezeph, and the people 
of Eden whowere in Telassar?

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Kings 19:9-12



14And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand 
of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went 
up to the house of theLORD, and spread it before 
the LORD.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Kings 19:9-12



15Then Hezekiah prayed before theLORD, and said: 
“OLORDGod of Israel,the Onewho 
dwellsbetweenthe cherubim,You are God, You 
alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have 
made heaven and earth.16 Incline Your ear, OLORD, 
and hear;open Your eyes, OLORD, and see; and 
hear the words of Sennacherib,which he has sent 
to reproach the living God.17Truly,LORD, the kings 
of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their 
lands,18and have cast their gods into the fire; for 
they werenot gods, butthe work of men’s hands—
wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed 
them. 19Now therefore, OLORDour God, I pray, save 
us from his hand,that all the kingdoms of the earth 
mayknow that Youare the LORDGod, You alone.” 

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Kings 19:14-19



35Andit came to pass on a certain night that 
the [d]angel of theLORDwent out, and killed in the 
camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five 
thousand; and whenpeoplearose early in the 
morning, there were the corpses—all dead.

V a n i t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  V i c t i m

2 Kings 19:14-19
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