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Shofar Christian Church

Vanity defined by a
Victim




The book of Ecclesiastes




1“ Vahoift wanities,” says
“Vani ty alfsvaant yi’es,

Ecclesiastes 1:1



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+1&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-17318a

The Teacher is deconstructing all the ways we try
and find meaning & purpose for our lives apart
from God




GREEK for Vankyevelor Hebel

breath (5), delusion (2), emptiness (M)ere breath
(2), nothing (1)yapor (1)




Two Types of people




Two Types of people

1) VICTIM




VICTIM

- Never his/her fault. Always someone to blame;
- Self Pity;

- Negative thought life and words;

- Experience life as a vapor with no purpose;

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11



Key to life—accepting everything isevel a vapor




24Nothingis better for a marthan that he should
eat and drink, andhat his soul should enjoy good
In his labor. This also, | saw, was from the hand of
God.?*For who can eat, or who can have
enjoyment,limore than 12ForGodgiveswisdom
and knowledge and joy to a man wisgood in His
sight; but to the sinner He gives the work of
gathering and collecting, thdite may give tdim
who isgood before God.

Ecclesiastes 2:24-26


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-17359i

Two Types of people

2) VICTOR




13| et us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:

Fear God and keep His commandments,
For this I s man’s all
4 ForGod will bring every work into judgment,
Including every secret thing,

Whether good or euvil.

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14



The book shows the limits of human wisdom and is a
salutary reminder of the sort of person we will become if we
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This book allows us to examine the wrong ideas alongside the

good and true ones. Its shows the best that human thinking can
LINEPGARS® LG GSffa dza GKFG AF 4S
angle and from the next world, we will end up disillusioned

disappointed and depressed.




Everything Has Its Time

3 To everythinghere isa season,

Atime for every purpose under heaven:

2 A timeldto be born,

Anda time to die;

A time to plant,

And a time to pluckvhat isplanted,;

3 A time to Kill,

And a time to heal ...

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-17362a

And lkatet I me t o
A time of war,
And a time of peace.
The GodGiven Task
SWhat profit has the worker from that in which he
labors?1°| have seen the Gediven task with which
the sons of men are to be occupiéélHe has made
everything beautiful in its time

Ecclesiastes 3:1-11



VICTORS




Jehoshaphat




201t happened after thishat the people ofMoab
with the people ofAmmon, andtherswith them
besides theAmmonitesl ! came to battle against
Jehoshaphat Then some came and told
Jehoshaphat, saying, “A gr e
against you from beyond the sea, froadSyria; and
they arein Hazazorm a m a3 Antd Jehoshaphat
feared, and setlhimself toseek theLorD
andproclaimed a fast throughout all Jud&tso
Judah gathered together to aslelpfrom the LORD
and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek
the LORD

2 Chronicles 20:17-18


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-11589a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-11590b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-11591c

‘Do not Dbe afrai d nor di s
great multitude for the battleisnot yours, but
God’ s.

2 Chronicles 20:17-22



18 And Jehoshaphdiowed his head witthisface to

the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem bowed before tH®RD worshiping

the LORD 1° Then the Levites of the children of the
Kohathites and of the children of théorahites

stood up to praise théorRDGod of Israel with

voices loud and high.

20S0 they rose early in the morning and went out

Into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out,
Jehoshaphat stood and said
and you inhabitants of JerusaleBelieve In

the LOrRDyour God, and you shall be established,;
beli eve Hi s prophets, and

2 Chronicles 20:17-22



21 And when he had consulted with the people, he
appointed those who should sing to therpand
who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they
went out before the army and were saying:
“Prailsm t he

For His mercgnduredorever.

2 Chronicles 20:17-22



22Now when they began to sing and to

praise,the LORDset ambushes against the people of
Ammon, Moab, and Mourseir who had come
against Judah; and they were defeatétl-or the
people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the
Inhabitants of MountSeirto utterly kill and
destroythem. And when theylhad made an end

of the inhabitants ofSeirthey helped to destroy

one another?*So when Judah came to a place
overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the
multitude; and thereweretheir dead bodies, fallen
on the earth. No one had escaped.

2 Chronicles 20:17-22


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-11611e

Nehemiah




Then | sent to him, sayin
say are being done, but you invent them in your

own heart .’

dFor they allvere trying tomake us afraid, saying,
“*Theitr hands wil |l be weak
wi | | not be done.’”

Now therefore,O Godstrengthen my hands.

Nehemiah 6:9-10



Hezekiah




“Hear the word of the gre
Assyriak®Thus says theking:Do not | et H
deceive you, for he shall not be able to deliver you

from his hand& nor let Hezekiah make you trust in
thelorD s ay | borpwill stirdlytdeliver us;

this city shall not be given into the hand of the king

of As s notdisteh to Hezekiah;

2 Kings 18:28-31



So he again sent messengers to Hezekiah,

saying!® Thus you shall speak
Judah, saying: inwbanyouot | e
trust deceive you, sayiling

given into the handookif t h
You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done

to all lands by utterly destroying them; and shall

you be delivered? Have the gods of the nations
delivered those whom my fathers have destroyed,
Gozamand Haran andRezephand the people

of Eden whowerein Telassd?

2 Kings 19:9-12



14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand
of the messengers, and read it; and Hezekiah went
up to the house of théornp and spread it before

the LORD

2 Kings 19:9-12



15Then Hezekiah prayed before therp and said:

“ @ORDGoOd of Israelthe Onewho

dwellsbetweenthe cherubim,You are God, You

alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have

made heaven and eart®Incline Your ear, QORD

and hearopen Your eyes, (RN and see; and

hear the words of Sennachermhich he has sent

to reproach the living God! Truly,LORD the kings

of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their
lands,'®and have cast their gods into the fire; for
theywerenot gods, but he wor k of men’
wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed

them. ¥ Now therefore, A.orRDOUr God, | pray, save

us from his handthat all the kingdoms of the earth
mayknow that Youarethe LorRDGod, You al o

2 Kings 19:14-19



35 Andit came to pass on a certain night that
the [langel of theLorDwent out, and killed in the
camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eigfiinig
thousand; and wheipeoplearose early in the
morning, there were the corpsesall dead.

2 Kings 19:14-19


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2 Kings+19&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-10097d

