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Hearing the 
voice of God

Urbanus Kiio



1 Long ago, at many times and in many 
ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world.

Hebrews 1:1-2



Joel 2:28-29 & Acts 2:17-18 (ESV)
28 [e] “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour 
out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your 
young men shall see visions. 29 Even on the male and 
female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joel+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-22340e


1 Kings 19:11-13(ESV)
11 And he said, “Go out and stand on the mount before 
the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and 
strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces the 
rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. 
And after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in 
the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake a fire, but 
the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire the sound of 
a low whisper.[a] 13 And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped 
his face in his cloak and went out and stood at the entrance 
of the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him and 
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Kings%2019&version=ESV#fen-ESV-9400a


Some ways through which God speaks.
1. Through His Word (Rhema and Logos) and the 

Holy Spirit
2. Through visions and visions
3. Through other believers (Prophets, evangelists, 

preachers, worshippers etc)
4. Through experiences



Through His word and Holy Spirit
John 4: 23-24 (ESV)
23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to 
worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.”



1 Corinthians 2:14 (ESV)
14 The natural person does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able 
to understand them because they are spiritually 
discerned.



Acts 13: 2-3 (ESV)
2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after 
fasting and praying they laid their hands on them 
and sent them off.



Dreams 
Mathew 2: 7, 12(ESV)
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and 
ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 
and search diligently for the child, and when you have 
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.” .
12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed to their own country by another way.



Mathew 2: 7, 12(ESV)
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take 
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the 
child, to destroy him.”



Genesis 37:5-8, 9-10 (ESV)
5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his 
brothers they hated him even more. 6 He said to them, 
“Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7 Behold, we were 
binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose 
and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered 
around it and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said 
to him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed 
to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his 
dreams and for his words.



Genesis 37:5-8, 9-10 (ESV)
9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his 
brothers and said, “Behold, I have dreamed another dream. 
Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing 
down to me.” 10 But when he told it to his father and to his 
brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is 
this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother 
and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the 
ground before you?”.



Visions
Genesis 15:1-4 (ESV)
15 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram 
in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 
shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what 
will you give me, for I continue[a] childless, and the heir of 
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, 
“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of 
my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of 
the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your 
heir; your very own son[b] shall be your heir.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015&version=ESV#fen-ESV-363a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015&version=ESV#fen-ESV-365b


Visions
Acts 18:5-6, 9-10 (ESV)
5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, 
Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews 
that the Christ was Jesus. 6 And when they opposed and 
reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to 
them, “Your blood be on your own heads! I am 
innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 
9 And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not 

be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I 
am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you, for I 
have many in this city who are my people.”



Through other believers
Isaiah 38:1, 4-5 (ESV)
In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point 

of death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to 
him, and said to him, “Thus says the LORD: Set your house 
in order, for you shall die, you shall not recover.
4 Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: 5 “Go and say to 
Hezekiah, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: 
I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I 
will add fifteen years to your life.



Through experiences.
Numbers 22:28-31 (ESV)
28 Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she 
said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have 
struck me these three times?” 29 And Balaam said to the 
donkey, “Because you have made a fool of me. I wish I had a 
sword in my hand, for then I would kill you.” 30 And the donkey 
said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey, on which you have 
ridden all your life long to this day? Is it my habit to treat you 
this way?” And he said, “No.” 31 Then the LORD opened the 
eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD standing in 
the way, with his drawn sword in his hand. 



Hindrances to hearing the voice of God
1. Lack/Quenching of the Holy Spirit
2. Prayerlessness
3. Lack of knowledge of the word of God (Rhema can’t 

contradict the logos)
4. Lack of faith 
5. Compromising on holiness



2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God[b] may be 
complete, equipped for every good work.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29854b


Hebrews 11:6 (ESV)
6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 

whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.



1 peter 1:14-16 (ESV)
14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 
passions of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who 
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am 
holy.”



The danger of failing to hear the voice of God!
Note that there will be so many other voices that speak 
around you;
▪ The voice of enemy
▪ The voice of people
▪ Voices within yourself
Lets read together, 1 Samuel 30: 1-8 and 1 kings 22: 1-
28.



.King David King Ahab

Inquires of God himself Uses the services of his 
prophets

Puts on the ephod (Priestly
Garment) and goes to the altar

Summones his prophets to the
palace

Hears from God and the
message stimulates a response 
(Obedience to God)

Gets a distorted message from
his prophets. Can’t take a 
response from true prophets. 

Hearing from God draws him
closer to God

Disobedience drags him to
destruction



Spiritual blindness, deafness and irresponsiveness. 
2 Kings 6:15-20 (ESV)
15 When the servant of the man of God rose early in the 
morning and went out, behold, an army with horses and 
chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, 
“Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 16 He said, “Do not 
be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those 
who are with them.”



2 Kings 6:15-20 (ESV)
17 Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LORD, please open his 
eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened the eyes of 
the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.



18 And when the Syrians came down against him, Elisha 
prayed to the LORD and said, “Please strike this people with 
blindness.” So he struck them with blindness in accordance 
with the prayer of Elisha. 19 And Elisha said to them, “This 
is not the way, and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will 
bring you to the man whom you seek.” And he led them to 
Samaria.



2 Kings 6:15-20 (ESV)
20 As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, 
“O LORD, open the eyes of these men, that they may see.” 
So the LORD opened their eyes and they saw, and behold, 
they were in the midst of Samaria.



Non-experiential knowledge of when God is speaking. 
1 Samuel 3:1-3 (ESV)
3 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the 
presence of Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in 
those days; there was no frequent vision. 2 At that time 
Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3 The lamp 
of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 
was.



7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of 
the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 And 
the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose 
and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 
boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if 
he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant 
hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.



10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your 
servant hears.” 11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I 
am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two ears of 
everyone who hears it will tingle.



MINISTRY



TEA & 
COFFEE



SEE YOU 
NEXT TIME


