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Battle for the heart



Why do we struggle to share this gospel? 

Why do we struggle to see results when sharing?

Why does God expect us to share the gospel?

When did Jesus ever stir his disciples to share?



1. Heart?



Luke 18:18–34 (ESV)

18 And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what 

must I do to inherit eternal life?” 19 And Jesus 

said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is 

good except God alone. 20 You know the 

commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, Do not 

murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, 

Honor your father and mother.’ ” 21 And he said, 

“All these I have kept from my youth.” 22 When 

Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing you 

still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to 

the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 

and come, follow me.”



23 But when he heard these things, he became 

very sad, for he was extremely rich. 24 Jesus, 

seeing that he had become sad, said, “How 

difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter 

the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 

Those who heard it said, “Then who can be 

saved?” 27 But he said, “What is impossible with 

man is possible with God.” 28 And Peter said, 

“See, we have left our homes and followed you.”



29 And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there 

is no one who has left house or wife or brothers 

or parents or children, for the sake of the 

kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many 

times more in this time, and in the age to come 

eternal life.” 31 And taking the twelve, he said to 

them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and 

everything that is written about the Son of Man by 

the prophets will be accomplished. 32 For he will 

be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be 

mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 33 

And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on 

the third day he will rise.”



34 But they understood none of these things. 

This saying was hidden from them, and they did 

not grasp what was said.



2. Partnership?



Luke 9 (ESV)

1 And he called the twelve together and gave 

them power and authority over all demons and to 

cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to 

proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. 3 And 

he said to them, “Take nothing for your journey, 

no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money; and do 

not have two tunics. 



4 And whatever house you enter, stay there, and 

from there depart. 5 And wherever they do not 

receive you, when you leave that town shake off 

the dust from your feet as a testimony against 

them.” 6 And they departed and went through the 

villages, preaching the gospel and healing 

everywhere. 



11 When the crowds learned it, they followed 

him, and he welcomed them and spoke to them 

of the kingdom of God and cured those who had 

need of healing. 12 Now the day began to wear 

away, and the twelve came and said to him, 

“Send the crowd away to go into the surrounding 

villages and countryside to find lodging and get 

provisions, for we are here in a desolate place.” 

13 But he said to them, “You give them 

something to eat.” 



18 Now it happened that as he was praying 

alone, the disciples were with him. And he asked 

them, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 19 And 

they answered, “John the Baptist. But others say, 

Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old 

has risen.” 20 Then he said to them, “But who do 

you say that I am?” And Peter answered, “The 

Christ of God.” 21 And he strictly charged and 

commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 

saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things 

and be rejected by the elders and chief priests 

and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 

be raised.”



23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after 

me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 

daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save 

his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 

my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a 

man if he gains the whole world and loses or 

forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of 

me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man 

be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the 

glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 But 

I tell you truly, there are some standing here who 

will not taste death until they see the kingdom of 

God.” 



28 Now about eight days after these sayings he 

took with him Peter and John and James and 

went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he 

was praying, the appearance of his face was 

altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 

30 And behold, two men were talking with him, 

Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and 

spoke of his departure, which he was about to 

accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and 

those who were with him were heavy with sleep, 

but when they became fully awake they saw his 

glory and the two men who stood with him. 



33 And as the men were parting from him, Peter 

said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are 

here. Let us make three tents, one for you and 

one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing 

what he said. 34 As he was saying these things, 

a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they 

were afraid as they entered the cloud. 35 And a 

voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my 

Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” 36 And 

when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found 

alone. And they kept silent and told no one in 

those days anything of what they had seen. 



37 On the next day, when they had come down 

from the mountain, a great crowd met him. 38 

And behold, a man from the crowd cried out, 

“Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is 

my only child. 39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, 

and he suddenly cries out. It convulses him so 

that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him, 

and will hardly leave him. 40 And I begged your 

disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 41 

Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted 

generation, how long am I to be with you.”



42 While he was coming, the demon threw him to 

the ground and convulsed him. But Jesus 

rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, 

and gave him back to his father. 43 And all were 

astonished at the majesty of God. But while they 

were all marveling at everything he was doing, 

Jesus said to his disciples, 44 “Let these words 

sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to 

be delivered into the hands of men.” 45 But they 

did not understand this saying, and it was 

concealed from them, so that they might not 

perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about 

this saying. 



46 An argument arose among them as to which 

of them was the greatest. 47 But Jesus, knowing 

the reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put 

him by his side 48 and said to them, “Whoever 

receives this child in my name receives me, and 

whoever receives me receives him who sent me. 

For he who is least among you all is the one who 

is great.” 49 John answered, “Master, we saw 

someone casting out demons in your name, and 

we tried to stop him, because he does not follow 

with us.” 50 But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop 

him, for the one who is not against you is for 

you.”



51 When the days drew near for him to be taken 

up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 And he 

sent messengers ahead of him, who went and 

entered a village of the Samaritans, to make 

preparations for him. 53 But the people did not 

receive him, because his face was set toward 

Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and 

John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 

tell fire to come down from heaven and consume 

them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 

And they went on to another village. 57 As they 

were going along the road, someone said to him, 

“I will follow you wherever you go.”



58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, 

and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another 

he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me 

first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to 

him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But 

as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but 

let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 

Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to 

the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of 

God.”



Luke 10 (ESV)

1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two 

others and sent them on ahead of him, two by 

two, into every town and place where he himself 

was about to go. 2 And he said to them, “The 

harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 

Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3 

Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as 

lambs in the midst of wolves. 4 Carry no 

moneybag, no knapsack, no sandals, and greet 

no one on the road. 5 Whatever house you enter, 

first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’



6 And if a son of peace is there, your peace will 

rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you. 7 

And remain in the same house, eating and 

drinking what they provide, for the laborer

deserves his wages. Do not go from house to 

house. 8 Whenever you enter a town and they 

receive you, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal 

the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of 

God has come near to you.’ 10 But whenever you 

enter a town and they do not receive you, go into 

its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your 

town that clings to our feet we wipe off against 

you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of 

God has come near.’



12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day 

for Sodom than for that town. 13 “Woe to you, 

Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 

mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre 

and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, 

sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be 

more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and 

Sidon than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will 

you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought 

down to Hades. 16 “The one who hears you 

hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects 

me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who 

sent me.”



17 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, 

“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your 

name!” 18 And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall 

like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I have 

given you authority to tread on serpents and 

scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, 

and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do 

not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to 

you, but rejoice that your names are written in 

heaven.” 21 In that same hour he rejoiced in the 

Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, that you have hidden these 

things from the wise and understanding and



revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for 

such was your gracious will. 22 All things have 

been handed over to me by my Father, and no 

one knows who the Son is except the Father, or 

who the Father is except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 23 Then 

turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed 

are the eyes that see what you see! 24 For I tell 

you that many prophets and kings desired to see 

what you see, and did not see it, and to hear 

what you hear, and did not hear it.” 25 And 

behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, 

saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 

life?”



26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? 

How do you read it?” 27 And he answered, “You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your strength 

and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have 

answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 29 

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, 

“And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A 

man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, 

and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and 

beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 

Now by chance a priest was going down that



road, and when he saw him he passed by on the 

other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he 

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the 

other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, 

came to where he was, and when he saw him, he 

had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound 

up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he 

set him on his own animal and brought him to an 

inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he 

took out two denarii and gave them to the 

innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and 

whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I 

come back.’



36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to 

be a neighbor to the man who fell among the 

robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him 

mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do 

likewise.” 38 Now as they went on their way, 

Jesus entered a village. And a woman named 

Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she 

had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s 

feet and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha 

was distracted with much serving. And she went 

up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that 

my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her 

then to help me.”



41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, 

you are anxious and troubled about many things, 

42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen 

the good portion, which will not be taken away 

from her.”



3. Faithfulness 



1. What is the characteristics of an “Authentic” 

community?



2. What is the challenges in reaching an 

“authentic” community?



3. How can Utrecht Shofar change these 

challenges in opportunities for the gospel?



4. What is the next steps?


