Longing for Life




What do we hold dear?
Matt 16

26 For what profit is it to a man If he gains the
whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what
will a man give in exchange for his soul?

25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose It,
but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.

27 For the Son of Man will come In the glory of His
Father with His angels...




No confidence In the flesh

Phil 3:3-6

3...glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in
the flesh, #though | myself have reason for
confidence In the flesh also. If anyone else thinks
he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have
more: °circumcised on the eighth day, of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, Hebrew
of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal,
a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.




Loss and gain

Phil 3:7-9

” But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for
the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, | count everything as
loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered
the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, In
order that | may gain Christ ° and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which comes through faith in

Christ, the righteousness from God that depends
on faith,




Wanting to attain

Phil 3:10-13

10 that | may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, ! that by any
means possible | may attain the resurrection from
the dead. ¢ Not that | have already obtained this
or am already perfect, but | press on to make it my
own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.




Straining forward

Phil 3:13-14

13 Brothers, | do not consider that | have made it
my own. But one thing | do: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
141 press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.




Eternal life through Jesus

John 3:16-17

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but In
order that the world might be saved through him.




Promise of being with Jesus

John 14:3

| will come again and will take you to myself, that
where | amyou may be also.




Promise of a better place

Matt 6:20

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal.




Promise of a better future

Rev 21:4

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and
death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away.




The hope of glory

Rom 5:2 ISV

Through him we have also obtained access by faith
Into this grace in which we stand, and we boast In

our hope of sharing God's glory.




The hope of glory

1 Cor 15:52-54

INn a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead
will be raised imperishable, and we shall be
changed. For this perishable body must put on
the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on
Immortality. When the perishable puts on the
Imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality,
then shall come to pass the saying that is written:
"Death Is swallowed up In victory."




See the invisible

2 Cor 4:16-18

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self Is
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day
by day. For this light momentary affliction is
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond
all comparison, as we look not to the things that
are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the
things that are seen are transient, but the things
that are unseen are eternal.




Longing for life

2 Cor 5:1-4

~or we know that if the tent that Is our earthly
nome Is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
nouse not made with hands, eternal in the
neavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put
on our heavenly dwelling, If Indeed by putting it on
we may not be found naked. For while we are still
In this tent, we groan, being burdened--not that we
would be unclothed, but that we would be further
clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed
up by life.




