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The Issues and Real

Victories and breakthrough\s;
Weakness and real strength

Supernatural
...Let’s chat



upernatural:
The Christian life |

‘For the one who belongs to :
God and is a son or a daughter
of God, a disciple as it were, knows
that risk and pressure and
impossible situations are a part of
the life of a Jesus follower, part of
Kingdom living.




...The Issues and Realities:
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Weakness and real strength,

‘Weakness, defined by the
world, is merely misplaced
trust when it comes to
Christians.

See: 2 Corinthians 12:9 and
el 3:10







’ 2. Our ‘let-Me-be-God’-God: '

2.1 Scripture: GIDEON
Judges 6 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for
seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 2
Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites
prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves
and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites planted their
crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples
invaded the country. 4 They camped on the land and ruined
the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing
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- 5 They came up with their livestock and their tents like ‘
| swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count them or their |
| camels; they invaded the land to ravage it. 6 Midian so
impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for
help. 7 When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of
Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the
Lord, the God of Israel, says: | brought you up out of Egypt,
out of the land of slavery. 9 | rescued you from the hand of
the Egyptians. And | delivered you from the hand of all your
oppressors; | drove them out before you and gave you their
land. 10 | said to you, ‘1 am the Lord your God; do not worship
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1 ﬂr; |_| FE the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.” But
g you have not listened to me.”




r 11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak iN

Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son
Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from
the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to
Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” [“The
LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.”] 13 “Pardon me, my lord,”
Gideon replied, “but if the Lord is with us, why has all this
happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our
ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord
bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned

. ..., Usand given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 The Lord turned
'v”’&f‘j |_| FE to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save

N\ Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am | not sending you?” ‘




15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can | savN
Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and | am the

least in my family.” 16 The Lord answered, “I will be with you,
and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none

alive.”

Gideon's Three Hundred Men
Judges 7:1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people
who were with him rose early and encamped beside the
spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them,
by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 2 The LORD said to Gideon,
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The peo ole W|th you are too many for me to give the

saying, ‘My own hand has saved me. ‘



- 3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘
| ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and ’
| hurry away from Mount Gilead.”” Then 22,000 of the people
returned, and 10,000 remained. 4 And the LORD said to
Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to
the water, and | will test them for you there, and anyone of
whom | say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,” shall go with
you, and anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one shall not go
with you,” shall not go.” 5 So he brought the people down to
the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, “Every one who laps
the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by
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- 6 And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands‘
| to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people |
| knelt down to drink water. 7 And the LORD said to Gideon,
“With the 300 men who lapped | will save you and give the
Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go every man
to his home.” 8 So the people took provisions in their hands,
and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every
man to his tent, but retained the 300 men. And the camp of
Midian was below him in the valley. 9 That same night the
LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for |
have given it into your hand. 10 But if you are afraid to go
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| 14 And his comrade answered, “This is no other than the sword N
, Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his |
| hand Midian and all the camp.” 15 As soon as Gideon heard the
telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he
returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the LORD has
given the host of Midian into your hand.” 16 And he divided the
300 men into three companies and put trumpets into the hands
of all of them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars. 17 And
he said to them, “Look at me, and do likewise. When | come to
the outskirts of the camp, do as | do. 18 When | blow the
trumpet, | and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also
L e on every side of all the camp and shout, ‘For the LORD and
|_| FE for Gideon.””
Gideon and the army of God defeats Midiar’




| 2.2 Gideon’s Army | Belonging - A Couple of things: ‘

1. Process of God
2. Faithfulness of God
3. Sifting of the self and the ‘team’ | God knows the heart

- Fear - Selfishness - Awareness
4. Trust: “Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge
Him, and He will make your paths straight” Proverbs 3:5-6
5. God speaks | We trust | Supernatural
\ WS Weakness and Strength
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“I am with you”

Will you let Him be God?

“I can do everything through Him who gives me
strength” Philippians 4:13




3. Belonging Boldness: ‘

No king is saved by the great size and power of his army; a mighty
man is not delivered by [his] much strength. A horse is devoid of
value for victory; neither does he deliver any by his great power.
Behold, the Lord's eye is upon those who fear Him [who revere
and worship Him with awe], who wait for Him and hope in His
mercy and loving-kindness, To deliver them from death and keep
them alive in famine. Our inner selves wait [earnestly] for the
Lord; He is our Help and our Shield. For in Him does our heart
rejoice, because we have trusted (relied on and been confident) in
His holy name. Let Your mercy and loving-kindness, O Lord, be

f, FE upon us, in proportion to our waiting and hoping for You.”
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Psalm 33:16-22 AMPC I




Your BELONGING BOLDNESS will move your l
mountains

Your BELONGING BOLDNESS will lead to His strength

Your BELONGING BOLDNESS will be others’ victory

and breakthrough
...a matter of FAITH ' ‘
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