WEAKNESS TO WEAPON




JOHN 13:34

Christian church -




Intro:

Encouraged to know JESUS CHRIST FIGHTS
FOR and THROUGH US

with the WEAPON
OF LOVE

ACTS of LOVE
“The reason the Son of God appeared was to

destroy the works of the devil.”
1 John 3:8

Isaiah 61 —in me and through me by
the Spirit



Through LOVE,
weakness
becomes a
weapon




1. Love perfects all:

Mostly in this world ‘perfection’ is fleshly,
power is constant oppression, big should be
seen, loud is true, pride is powerful, humility
Is weakness, beauty is skin-deep, meekness is
scoffed at, momentary satisfaction outweighs
eternal life... and Psalm 12:8 catches the heart
beautifully: The wicked wander everywhere,
and what is worthless is exalted by the
human race. And likewise then, what is
worthy is ridiculed and mocked.

Big Small, Weak Strong, Value Useless



Yet, Love has other plans...

1 Corinthians 13:

[Love..] 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but
rejoices in the truth; 7 bears all things, believes
all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never fails.

1 John 4:8 ...because God is love.
Isaiah 40:29 He gives strength to the weary
and increases the power of the weak.

LOVE MAKES WEAKNESS A WEAPON



Weakness:

means the state or condition of being
weak, fragile, feeble, imperfect,
blemished, flawed and without
strength.

Misplaced trust?

Weakness is a seed for STRENGHT when
in the HANDS of LOVE



2.Gideon’s Strength:

Judges 6 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the
Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the
hands of the Midianites. 2 Because the power of
Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared
shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves
and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites planted
their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other
eastern peoples invaded the country. 4 They
camped on the land and ruined the crops all the
way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for
Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys.



5 They came up with their livestock and their tents
like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count
them or their camels; they invaded the land to
ravage it. 6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites
that they cried out to the Lord for help.

11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under
the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the
Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing
wheat in a winepress to keep it from the
Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord
appeared to Gideon, he said, “The Lord is with you,
mighty warrior.”

[“The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.”]



13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if
the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to
us? Where are all his wonders that our ancestors
told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord
bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now the Lord has
abandoned us and given us into the hand of
Midian.” 14 The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in
the strength you have and save Israel out of
Midian’s hand. Am | not sending you?”15 “Pardon
me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can | save
Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and |
am the least in my family.”16 The Lord answered,
will be with you, and you will strike down all the
Midianites, leaving none alive.”

((I



Judges 7:1 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all
the people who were with him rose early and
encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the
camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of
Moreh, in the valley. 2 The LORD said to Gideon,
“The people with you are too many for me to give
the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast
over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.” 3
Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people,
saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him
return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.””
Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000
remained. 4 And the LORD said to Gideon,



“The people are still too many. Take them down to the
water, and | will test them for you there, and anyone of
whom | say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,” shall go
with you, and anyone of whom | say to you, ‘This one
shall not go with you,” shall not go.” 5 So he brought the
people down to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon,
“Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog
aps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who
kneels down to drink.” 6 And the number of those who
apped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300
men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink
water. 7 And the LORD said to Gideon, “With the 300
men who lapped | will save you and give the Midianites
into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his

himi”




8 So the people took provisions in their hands, and their
trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to
his tent, but retained the 300 men. And the camp of
Midian was below him in the valley. 9 That same night
the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp,
for | have given it into your hand. 10 But if you are afraid
to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your
servant. 11 And you shall hear what they say, and
afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down
against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his
servant to the outposts of the armed men who were in
the camp. 12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and
all the people of the East lay along the valley like locusts
in abundance, and their camels were without number, as
h nd that is on th hore in ndan




13 When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a
dream to his comrade. And he said, “Behold, | dreamed a
dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into

the camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so
that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay
flat.” 14 And his comrade answered, “This is no other
than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of

Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the

camp.” 15 As soon as Gideon
dream and its interpretation,
returned to the camp of Israe

neard the telling of the
ne worshiped. And he

and said, “Arise, for the

LORD has given the host of Midian into your hand.” 16
And he divided the 300 men into three companies and
put trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty

rs, with torches insi h

lars.



17 And he said to them, “Look at me, and do likewise.
When | come to the outskirts of the camp, do as | do. 18
When | blow the trumpet, | and all who are with me,
then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the
camp and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon.””

Gideon and his men defeats Midian




3. Our Inheritance and Hope:
3.1 Weakness — Misplaced trust:

No king is saved by the great size and power
of his army; a mighty man is not delivered by
[his] much strength. A horse is devoid of
value for victory; neither does he deliver any
by his great power. Behold, the Lord's eye is
upon those who fear Him [who revere and
worship Him with awe], who wait for Him
and hope in His mercy and loving-kindness,
To deliver them from death and keep them
alive in famine.




Our inner selves wait [earnestly] for the
Lord; He is our Help and our Shield. For in
Him does our heart rejoice, because we have
trusted (relied on and been confident) in His
holy name. Let Your mercy and loving-
kindness, O Lord, be upon us, in proportion
to our waiting and hoping for You.”

Psalm 33:16-22 AMPC

3.2 Examples:



3.2 Examples:

1 Corinthians 15:43 It is sown in dishonor; it
is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is
raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
natural body, there is also a spiritual body.
45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam
became a living being”; the last Adam
became a life-giving spirit.



3.3 What can |l do?

1. Acknowledge it is by grace and in Christ
alone:

- Only God knows — Romans 8:26
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. For we do not know what to

pray for as we ought, but the Spirit
himself intercedes for us with

groanings too deep for words.



3.3 What can |l do?

2. Honest with yourself and God
[as Gideon]

- Paul | Honest moment — lots of
affliction —
2 Corinthians 11:30 If | must boast, |
will boast of the things that show my
weakness. 31 The God and Father of
the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed
forever, knows that | am not lying.



3.3 What can 1 do?
3. If you hide it, LOVE can’t use it

- Careful for pride, facades
ACKNOWLEDGE and SOW it

2 Corinthians 12:9 And He said to me,
My grace is sufficient for you, for My
power is made perfect in weakness.
Most gladly therefore | will rather glory
in my weaknesses, that the power of
Christ may overshadow me.



4. Shift your trust

- Paul — 2 Corinthians 12:8 Three times |
pleaded with the Lord about this, that
it should leave me. 9 But he said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore | will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest upon me. 10
For the sake of Christ, then, | am
content with weaknesses, insults,
hardships, persecutions, and
calamities. For when | am weak, then |
am strong.



3.3 What can 1 do?

5. Give it time in LOVE’s
Hands










