PAUL'S POWERFUL LAST
WORDS TO €EPHESIAN €LDERS
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Acts 20:17-27 (ESV) Paul SPea‘(s tothe Ephcsian Flders

17 Now trom Miletus he sent to Ephcsus and called the elders of
the church to come to him. 18 And when theg came to him, he
said to them: “You 9ourse|ves know how I lived among you the
whole time from the first dag that | set foot in Asia, 19 Serving,
the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that
haPPcned tome througv the Plots of the Jews; 20 how | did not

20:17-20



shrink from declaring to you angthing that was Proﬁtable, and
teaching you in Pub ic and from house to house, 21 tcsti{:gin
both to Jews and to Greeks of rePentance toward God ancfg of
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And NOW, behoH, | am going to
Jcrusalem, constrained bg [b] the SPirit, not ‘(nowing what wﬁ
haPPen to me there, 23 exccPt that the Holg SPirit testities to

me In every citg that imPrisonment and attlictions await me.

20:20-15



24 But | do not account my ite of any value nor as Precious to
mgsclﬂ f onlg | may Hnish my course and the ministrg that |
received from the Lord Jesus, to tcst@ to the gospel of the grace
of God. 25 And NOW, beholdj | know that none of you among
whom | have gone about Proclaiming the |<ingclom will see my face
again. 26 Theretore | testify to you this dag that | am innocent of

/

the blood of a”, 2/ tor | did not shrink from Acclaring to you the
whole counsel of God.

20:24-27
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Greek word “deo’: to bincl, tie, constrain—indicatea
that the Hoig Spirt was gvin Paul an excePtionaH
strong sense ofP comPulsion that he had to g0 c]uicglg
and irectly to Jerusalem.



Acts 22:20 (ESV)

20 And when the blood of Stephen your witness was being
shcd, | mgscl{: was standing bﬁ and aPProving and watching

over the garments of those who killed him.



Acts 8:1-3 (ESV) Saul Ravagcs the Church

8 And Saul aPProvcd of his execution. And there arose on that day 3
great Persecution against the church in Jerusalem) and theg were al
scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, excePt the
aPos’cles. 2 Devout men buried StcPhen and made great lamentation
over him.  But Saul was ravagng the church) and entering house atter
house, he draggecl oft men and women and committed them to Prison.



