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Why do bad things happen 
to good people?
Jan-Cor Brink

Do bad things happen because 
we don’t have enough faith?
Or because there is an open 
door in our life? Or because 

of a wrong decision?

Hebrews 12:1-4 Therefore we also, since we
are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, (2) looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God.
(3) For consider Him who endured such
hostility from sinners against Himself, lest
you become weary and discouraged in your
souls.

5 And have you forgotten the encouraging words
God spoke to you as His children? He said,
"My child, don't make light of the LORD's
discipline, and don't give up when He corrects
you. (6) For the LORD disciplines those He
loves, and He punishes each one He accepts
as His child." (7) As you endure this divine
discipline, remember that God is treating you
as His own children. Who ever heard of a child
who is never disciplined by its father? (8) If
God doesn't discipline you as He does all of
His children, it means that you are illegitimate
and are not really His children at all.

(9) Since we respected our earthly fathers
who disciplined us, shouldn't we submit
even more to the discipline of the Father of
our spirits, and live forever? (10) For our
earthly fathers disciplined us for a few
years, doing the best they knew how. But
God's discipline is always good for us, so
that we might share in His holiness. (11)
No discipline is enjoyable while it is
happening--it's painful! But afterward there
will be a peaceful harvest of right living for
those who are trained in this way.

Race

1. Witnesses
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Hebrews 12:1-4 Therefore we also, since we
are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses , let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and
let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us, (2) looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God.
(3) For consider Him who endured such
hostility from sinners against Himself, lest
you become weary and discouraged in your
souls.

Heb 11:1  Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.

Heb 11:6 But without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is,
and that He is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.

Hebrews 11:34-37 quenched the violence
of fire, escaped the edge of the sword ,
out of weakness were made strong,
became valiant in battle, turned to flight
the armies of the aliens. (37) They were
stoned, they were sawn in two, were
tempted, were slain with the sword .
They wandered about in sheepskins and
goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented

Race

1. Witnesses
2. Trials/obstacles

Hebrews 12:1-4 Therefore we also, since we
are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which so easily ensnares us,
and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us, (2) looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God.
(3) For consider Him who endured such
hostility from sinners against Himself, lest
you become weary and discouraged in your
souls.
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Race

1. Witnesses
2. Trials/obstacles
3. Endurance

Hebrews 12:1-4 Therefore we also, since we
are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and
the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, (2) looking unto Jesus, the
author and finisher of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before Him endured the
cross , despising the shame, and has sat
down at the right hand of the throne of God.
(3) For consider Him who endured such
hostility from sinners against Himself,
lest you become weary and discouraged
in your souls.

James 1:2-4 My brethren, count it all joy
when you fall into various trials, (3)
knowing that the testing of your faith
produces patience. (4) But let patience
have its perfect work, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

Romans 5:1-5 Therefore, having been justified
by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, (2) through whom also we
have access by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
(3) And not only that, but we also glory in
tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces
perseverance; (4) and perseverance,
character; and character, hope. (5) Now hope
does not disappoint, because the love of God
has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy
Spirit who was given to us.
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Race

1. Witnesses
2. Trials/obstacles
3. Endurance
4. Discipline

5 And have you forgotten the encouraging
words God spoke to you as His children? He
said, "My child, don't make light of the LORD's
discipline , and don't give up when He corrects
you. (6) For the LORD disciplines those He
loves , and He punishes each one He accepts
as His child." (7) As you endure this divine
discipline , remember that God is treating you
as His own children. Who ever heard of a child
who is never disciplined by its father? (8) If
God doesn't discipline you as He does all of
His children, it means that you are illegitimate
and are not really His children at all.

(9) Since we respected our earthly fathers
who disciplined us, shouldn't we submit
even more to the discipline of the Father of
our spirits, and live forever? (10) For our
earthly fathers disciplined us for a few
years, doing the best they knew how. But
God's discipline is always good for us ,
so that we might share in His holiness.
(11) No discipline is enjoyable while it is
happening--it's painful! But afterward
there will be a peaceful harvest of right
living for those who are trained in this
way.

John 15:1-2 "I am the true vine, and My
Father is the vinedresser. (2) Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He
takes away; and every branch that bears
fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
8 By this My Father is glorified, that you
bear much fruit; so you will be My
disciples.


