
44 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found 
and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 46 who, 
when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and 
bought it. 

 

20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And the eye cannot say 
to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need 
of you.” 22No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are 
necessary. 23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, 
on thesewe bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 but 
our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to 
that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members 
should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer 
with it; or if one member is honored, ...all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the body 
of Christ, and members individually.  

  
a: unity in diversity & variety  
 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  
 
b:  the unifying spirit 
 

11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually as He wills. 

 
b.1:  the expression of the trinity:  
 

4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of 
ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the 
same God who works all in all. 

 
i:  gifts of the holy spirit 
 



8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the 
word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to 
another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
 

      ii:  ministries of Christ 
 

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints 
for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we 
should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful 
plotting,  
 

     iii:  activities of the father 
 

4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not 
have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 
proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who 
teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with 
liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with 
cheerfulness. 

 
c:  affirmative honour  
 

23 And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we 
bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 but our 
presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater 
honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no schism in the body, but 
that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member 
suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members 

rejoice with it. 
 
c.1:  support ministries 
 

practical, spiritual, financial, pastoral, charitable 
 
d:  a godly ambition 
 

31 But earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way. 


