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Jesus’ legacy

Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in
another village. He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty. Then for three years He was an
itinerant preacher.

He never owned a home. He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family. He
never went to college. He never put His foot inside a big city. He never travelled two hundred miles
from the place He was born. He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness. He
had no credentials but Himself...

While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against him. His friends ran away. One of
them denied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. He
was nailed upon a cross between two thieves. While He was dying His executioners gambled for the
only piece of property He had on earth — His coat. When He was dead, He was laid in a borrowed
grave through the pity of a friend.

Nineteen long centuries have come and gone, and today He is a centrepiece of the human race and
leader of the column of progress.

| am far within the mark when | say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that were
ever built; all the parliaments that ever sat and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not
affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life. (One Solitary Life
James Allan Francis)

Our legacy
John 14:12 (NIV)

| tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what | have been doing. He will do even
greater things than these, because | am going to the Father.

How?

John 14:12 -24

| tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what | have been doing. He will do even
greater things than these, because | am going to the Father. And | will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and |
will do it. “If you love me, you will obey what | command. And | will ask the Father, and he will give
you another Counselor to be with you forever— the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him,
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in
you. | will not leave you as orphans; | will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me
anymore, but you will see me. Because | live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that | am
in my Father, and you are in me, and | am in you Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is
the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and | too will love him and show
myself to him “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching.

With Holy Spirit empowerment
Practicing love and obedience



1. Jesus empowered by the Holy Spirit

Luke 4:1
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert.

Luke 4:18-19

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release
the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.

Matthew 12:28
But if | cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

Jesus gave us his ministry / legacy

John 20:21-22
“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.” And with that he breathed
on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”

2. Love & obedience

John 14:23-24
If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him
and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching.

Love precedes obedience
Obedience validates love

Matthew 22:37-39

“*Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is
the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as
yourself.””

Leaving behind an eternal legacy

“The world has yet to see the impact of a man fully devoted to God. By the grace of God | will be
that man.” — D.L. Moody



