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John 18:37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. Jesus answered, “You say that | am a king. In fact,
the reason | was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth
listens to me.”

"‘-It is the whole business gfjhe :

' whole church to preach the

whole gospel to tkle whole world

"

1. The Pressing Kingdom

Mat 11:12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,
and the violent take it by force.

The Puritans exemplified maturity; we don’t. Spiritual warfare
made the Puritans what they were. They accepted conflict as their
calling, seeing themselves as their Lord’s soldier-pilgrims...not
expecting to be able to advance a single step without opposition
of one sort or another.... Today, however, Christians in the West
are found to be on the whole passionless, passive and one fears,
prayerless. Cultivating an ethos that encloses personal piety in
a pietistic cocoon, they leave public affairs to go their own way
and neither expect nor, for the most part, seek influence beyond
their own Christian circle...[but] the Puritans labored for a
holy England and New England — sensing that where privilege is
neglected and unfaithfulness reigns, national judgment threatens.

2. Power of Representation

2 GCor 5:11 Because we understand our fearful responsibility to the Lord, we work hard to persuade
others.

The life of the Church is not to be directed to developing an institution but to establish God’s saving
power in their lives and the lives of others, and in bringing dominion into the lives of men and
institutions. Church Members are the people of God, and they must further God’s reign and
government.



3. Culture of challenge

Mark 16.14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; He rebuked them for their lack
of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen Him after He had risen.

. Strategic Positioning

Mark 2:15-17 1® As Jesus was at supper in his house, many tax collectors and sinners also sat
together with Jesus and His disciples. For there were many, and they followed Him. '® When the
scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples,
“How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?”
17 When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those
who are sick. | came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

The most fundamental of all questions that can possibly be asked is, 'Does God exist?' That is not to
say that it is the foremost question on everybody's mind. You may well have decided that there is a
God and have other questions that are more important to you than this one: How can | find peace and
happiness? What does the future hold? How can | solve my personal problems? Other questions of
this sort may be far more prominent issues. However, the existence of God has huge implications for
all these others.

5. The Urgency of the kingdom NOW

John 4:35 MEV Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? Listen! |
say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest.



