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What is in your hand?

Exodus 4:1-5 ! Then Moses answered, "But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for
they will say, 'The LORD did not appear to you." ? The LORD said to him, "What is that in your
hand?" He said, "A staff." > And he said, "Throw it on the ground." So he threw it on the ground, and
it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 4 But the LORD said to Moses, "Put out your hand and
catch it by the tail"—so he put out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand—° "that
they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, has appeared to you."

But God, | am not good enough?

Exodus 4:10-14 1© But Moses said to the LORD, "Oh, my Lord, | am not eloquent, either in the past
or since you have spoken to your servant, but | am slow of speech and of tongue." ! Then the LORD
said to him, "Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it
not |, the LORD? 2 Now therefore go, and | will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall
speak." > But he said, "Oh, my Lord, please send someone else." '* Then the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Moses and he said, "Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? | know that he can
speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart.

God instructs Moses to return to Egypt

Exodus 4:20 So Moses took his wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to
the land of Egypt. And Moses took the staff of God in his hand.

Moses confronts Pharaoh

Exodus 5:1-5 1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD, the God
of Israel, 'Let my people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness." 2 But Pharaoh said,
"Who is the LORD, that | should obey his voice and let Israel go? | do not know the LORD, and
moreover, | will not let Israel go." * Then they said, "The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please
let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest he
fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword." # But the king of Egypt said to them, "Moses and
Aaron, why do you take the people away from their work? Get back to your burdens." ° And Pharaoh
said, "Behold, the people of the land are now many, and you make them rest from their burdens!"

God promises deliverance

Exodus 6:6-8 ¢ Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'l am the LORD, and | will bring you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will deliver you from slavery to them, and | will redeem you



with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 | will take you to be my people, and |
will be your God, and you shall know that | am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians. & | will bring you into the land that | swore to give to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob. | will give it to you for a possession. | am the LORD." ° Moses spoke thus to
the people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery.

The confrontations starts

Exodus 7:1-6 ' And the LORD said to Moses, "See, | have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your
brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 2 You shall speak all that | command you, and your brother
Aaron shall tell Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go out of his land. * But | will harden Pharaoh's
heart, and though | multiply my signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, * Pharaoh will not listen to
you. Then | will lay my hand on Egypt and bring my hosts, my people the children of Israel, out of the
land of Egypt by great acts of judgment. ® The Egyptians shall know that | am the LORD, when |
stretch out my hand against Egypt and bring out the people of Israel from among them." ® Moses and
Aaron did so; they did just as the LORD commanded them

The confrontations starts

1. Water to Blood (Nile): Osiris Nile gods, Nile is Osiris’s lifeblood

Frogs: Frog headed goddess of childbirth, pregnancy, fertility

Gnats: Earth god (literally is the earth)

Flies / Insects: flies protected against misfortune and disease

Livestock: god of love (form of a cow), sacred bull (physical form of a god)
Boils: gods of healing, protection,

Hail: gods of storms, magic/protection, harvest and vegetation, sky, air
Locusts: god’s of chaos, magic/protection, harvest and vegetation
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Darkness: gods of the sun, sky and moon

—
o

Death of the Firstborn: Pharaoh adopted Horus name. Osiris married to Isis,

The Lamb that was slain

Exodus 12:21-22 21 Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, "Go and select lambs
for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. ?? Take a bunch of hyssop and dip
it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is
in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning.

Trust in God and follow HIM

Exodus 14:13-14 ¢ And Moses said to the people, "Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the
LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see
again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent."

Crossing the Red Sea

Exodus 14:19-22 ' Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went
behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, ?° coming
between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit
up the night without one coming near the other all night. 2! Then Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land,



and the waters were divided. > And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry
ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.

Faith came in trusting in God

Exodus 14:31 3! Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people
feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.



