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A tale of two trees

Psalm 1;1-2 ° Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way
of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. ? But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he



meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.

Job 8:11-13; 16-18 (NIV84) ' Can papyrus grow tall where there is no marsh? Can reeds thrive
without water? While still growing and uncut, they wither more quickly than grass. Such is the
destiny of all who forget God; so perishes the hope of the godless. He is like a well-watered plant in
the sunshine, spreading its shoots over the garden; it entwines its roots around a pile of rocks and
looks for a place among the stones. But when it is torn from its spot, that place disowns it and says,
‘l never saw you.’

Planted in the kingdom

The soil of the kingdom (Mark 4:30-32)

The soil of the local house (Psalms 92:12-15)
The soil of the Word (John 15:3-5)

The soil of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-18)

The soil of the resurrection (Romans 8:10-11)

Mark 4:30-32 (NIV) 20 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable
shall we use to describe it? 3! It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. 32
Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that
the birds can perch in its shade.”

Planted in the house

Psalms 92:12-15 (NIV84 2 the righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of
Lebanon; planted in the house of the Lord, they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still
bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green, proclaiming, “The Lord is upright; he is my Rock,
and there is no wickedness in him.”

Planted in the word

John 15:3-5 (NIV “84) you are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you. Remain in me,
and | will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “l am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me
and | in him, he will

bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
Planted in the spirit

Galatians 5:16-18, 22-26 6 so | say walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the
flesh. 7 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh.
They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 8 But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under the law. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since
we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and
envying each other.



Power of the resurrection

Romans 8:10-11 (NIV84) ©But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is
alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit,

who lives in you.



