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The promise of God

Exodus 6:2-5 2 “God spoke to Moses and said to him, "l am the LORD. ® | appeared to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD | did not make myself known
to them. 4 | also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in
which they lived as sojourners. ° Moreover, | have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom
the Egyptians hold as slaves, and | have remembered my covenant.

Exodus 6:6-9 ¢ Say therefore to the people of Israel, 'l am the LORD, and | will bring you out from
under the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will deliver you from slavery to them, and | will redeem
you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. 7 | will take you to be my people,
and | will be your God, and you shall know that | am the LORD your God, who has brought you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians. & | will bring you into the land that | swore to give to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. | will give it to you for a possession. | am the LORD.® “"Moses
spoke thus to the people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit
and harsh slavery.

Nehemiah’s view of what happened

Nehemiah 9:16-17 6 but they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and
did not obey your commandments. !/ They refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders
that you performed among them, but they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to
their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love, and did not forsake them.

We share in God promise through faith.

Galatians 3:24-27 2% so then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might
be justified by faith. 2° But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian,

26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 2/ For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there
is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. ?° And if you are Christ's, then you are
Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.




Child of slavery or freedom

Galatians 4:22-31 22for it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by
a free woman. 22 But the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free
woman was born through promise. 2 Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are
two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 2° Now Hagar
is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her
children. 2° But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written, "Rejoice,
O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labour! For the
children of the desolate one will be more than those of the one who has a husband." Now you,
brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. ?° But just as at that time he who was born according
to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 3° But what
does the Scripture say? "Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman
shall not inherit with the son of the free woman." 3! So, brothers, we are not children of the slave
but of the free woman.

Christ has set us free

John 8:34-36 2* Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, | say to you, everyone who practices sin is a
slave to sin. 2° The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.3® so if the
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

We are sons of God and not slaves

Romans 8:13-15 8 And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, "They have
ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed thousands, and what more can he
have but the kingdom?" ° And Saul eyed David from that day on. '° The next day a harmful spirit
from God rushed upon Saul, and he raved within his house while David was playing the lyre, as he
did day by day. Saul had his spear in his hand. ' And Saul hurled the spear, for he thought, "l will
pin David to the wall." But David evaded him twice. 2 Saul was afraid of David because the LORD
was with him but had departed from Saul. '3 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but
if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. ** For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God. '° For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" ' The Spirit
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, '’ and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be
glorified with him.

Romans 8:18-19 8 For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. '° For the creation waits with eager longing for the
revealing of the sons of God.



