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How are we supposed to treat strangers?

Leviticus 19:33-34 33 "When a stranger sojourns with you in your land, you shall not do him
wrong. 3 You shall treat the stranger who sojourns with you as the native among you, and you
shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: | am the LORD your God.

Show hospitality to strangers

Hehrews 13:1-3 !Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

We will be rewarded for our deeds

Matthew 25:31-34 3! "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then
he will sit on his glorious throne. 22 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 3 And he
will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. * Then the King will say to those on
his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.

Jesus wants us to do things for Him?

Matthew 25:35-36 3 For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink,
| was a stranger and you welcomed me, 3¢ | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you
visited me, | was in prison and you came to me.'

How do we do these things for Him?

Matthew 25:37-39 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? *® And when did we see you a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 3° And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit
you?'

We must do it for our brothers

Matthew 25:40 And the King will answer them, 'Truly, | say to you, as you did it to one of the least
of these my brothers, you did it to me.




For we are saved hy grace

Ephesians 2:8-10 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, ° not a result of works, so that no one may boast. ° For we are his
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them

Remember that once we were strangers

Ephesians 2:11-121* Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the
uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—*!?
remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of
Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world

Jesus died so that we will never be strangers again

Ephesians 2:13-17 '3 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near
by the blood of Christ. * For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken
down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility '® by abolishing the law of commandments
expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so
making peace, '© and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby
killing the hostility. ' And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to
those who were near.

We can prevent seekers to meet Jesus

Luke 19:2-3 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and
was rich. ®* And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not,
because he was small in stature.

Jesus has a heart for the seekers

Luke 19:4-5 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was
about to pass that way. > And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him,
"Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for | must stay at your house today."

Encounters with Jesus makes us joyful

Luke 19:6-7 ¢ So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it,
they all grumbled, "He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner."

Jesus convicts people to do right thing

Luke 19:8-9 & And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods |
give to the poor. And if | have defrauded anyone of anything, | restore it fourfold." ° And Jesus
said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham

Jesus’ heart is for the lost

Luke 19:10% For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.




John 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him

But Jesus goes after those who are lost

Luke 15:3-4 3 o he told them this parable: * "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he
has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that
is lost, until he finds it?

Jesus rejoices over the stranger

Luke 15:5-7 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. ¢ And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, 'Rejoice with me, for
| have found my sheep that was lost." 7 Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

When we become strangers in our own groups

John 20:26-31 26 ... Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 2’ Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger
here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but
believe." 28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 2° Jesus said to him, "Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed

John 21:12-15 12 Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of the disciples dared
ask him, "Who are you?" They knew it was the Lord. '* Jesus came and took the bread and gave it
to them, and so with the fish. '* This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the
disciples after he was raised from the dead. !> When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord;
you know that | love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs."

God loves the stranger

Deuteronomy 10:18-19 '8 He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the
stranger, giving him food and clothing. '° Therefore love the stranger, for you were strangers in the
land of Egypt.

Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.




