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1. Is there a secret to a successful marriage?

James 4:1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your
passions are at war within you?

1 Peter 3:7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honour to
the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your
prayers may not be hindered.

2. Jesus pointed us to the beginning

Matthew 19:3-7 3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, "Is it lawful to divorce
one's wife for any cause?" * He answered, "Have you not read that he who created them from the
beginning made them male and female, ® and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? ¢ So they are no longer
two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate."

3. Guard our hearts

Matthew 19:7-9 7 They said to him, "Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of
divorce and to send her away?" 8 He said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart Moses
allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. ° And | say to you:
whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery."

Malachi 2:15-16 > Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And
what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of
you be faithless to the wife of your youth. ** "For the man who does not love his wife but divorces
her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts.
So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless."

4, Marriage is covenant

2 Corinthians 3:6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter
but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.



5. We must become like God

Ephesians 9:1-2 ' Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

6. Understand the will of God

Ephesians 5:17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is

1. Unity in family

Ephesians 9:21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

8. Wives as to the Lord

Ephesians 5:22-24 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is
the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. ?*
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.

Proverbs 12:4 An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, But she who causes shame is like
rottenness in his bones.

Proverhs 14:1 The wise woman builds her house, But the foolish pulls it down with her hands.

9. Husbands as Christ

Ephesians 5:25-27 % Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for her, ¢ that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,
27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

Ephesians 5:28-30 28 |n the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. 2 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 3° because we are members of his body.

Proverbs 5:18-19 8 Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, '° a
lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times with delight; be intoxicated always
in her love.

Proverbs 31:28 Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her:



10. Marriage must be a Symphony

Ephesians 5:31 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh

Matthew 18:19 Again | say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be
done for them by my Father in heaven.

Ephesians 5:32 This mystery is profound, and | am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.

Ephesians 9:21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

11.  Love and Respect

Ephesians 5:33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that
she respects her husband.

12.  Train our children in obedience and honour

Ephesians 6:1-4 1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father
and mother" (this is the first commandment with a promise), 2 "that it may go well with you and
that you may live long in the land." 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.




