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1. Favour brings responsibility

Esther 2:15-17 Now Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. And when Esther was
taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth,
in the seventh year of his reign, the king loved Esther more than all the women, and she won grace
and favor in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal crown on her head and
made her queen instead of Vashti.

Esther 2:19-22 Now when the virgins were gathered together the second time, Mordecai was
sitting at the king's gate. Esther had not made known her kindred or her people, as Mordecai had
commanded her, for Esther obeyed Mordecai just as when she was brought up by him. In those
days, as Mordecai was sitting at the king's gate, Bigthan and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs,
who guarded the threshold, became angry and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. And this
came to the knowledge of Mordecai, and he told it to Queen Esther, and Esther told the king in
the name of Mordecai. When the affair was investigated and found to be so, the men were both
hanged on the gallows. And it was recorded in the book of the chronicles in the presence of the
king.

Esther 4:12-14 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think to yourself that in the
king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. For if you keep silent at this time,
relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house
will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this.”

2. Trust God's plan when you are with your back against the wall

Esther 3:1-6 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman the Agagite, the son of
Hammedatha, and advanced him and set his throne above all the officials who were with him. And
all the king's servants who were at the king's gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman, for the
king had so commanded concerning him. But Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage. Then
the king's servants who were at the king's gate said to Mordecai, “Why do you transgress the king's
command?” And when they spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they told
Haman, in order to see whether Mordecai's words would stand, for he had told them that he was a
Jew. And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down or pay homage to him, Haman was
filled with fury. But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had made known to
him the people of Mordecai, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai,
throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.



Esther 5:9-14 And Haman went out that day joyful and glad of heart. But when Haman saw
Mordecai in the king's gate, that he neither rose nor trembled before him, he was filled with wrath
against Mordecai. Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home, and he sent and
brought his friends and his wife Zeresh. And Haman recounted to them the splendor of his riches,
the number of his sons, all the promotions with which the king had honored him, and how he had
advanced him above the officials and the servants of the king. Then Haman said, “Even Queen
Esther let no one but me come with the king to the feast she prepared. And tomorrow also | am
invited by her together with the king. Yet all this is worth nothing to me, so long as | see Mordecai
the Jew sitting at the king's gate.” Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Let a
gallows fifty cubits high be made, and in the morning tell the king to have Mordecai hanged upon
it. Then go joyfully with the king to the feast.” This idea pleased Haman, and he had the gallows
made.

Esther 6:1-3 On that night the king could not sleep. And he gave orders to bring the book of
memorable deeds, the chronicles, and they were read before the king. And it was found written
how Mordecai had told about Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's eunuchs, who guarded the
threshold, and who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. And the king said, “What honor or
distinction has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” The king's young men who attended him
said, “Nothing has been done for him".

Esther 6:7-11 And Haman said to the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor, let
royal robes be brought, which the king has worn, and the horse that the king has ridden, and on
whose head a royal crown is set. And let the robes and the horse be handed over to one of the
king's most noble officials. Let them dress the man whom the king delights to honor, and let them
lead him on the horse through the square of the city, proclaiming before him:‘Thus shall it be
done to the man whom the king delights to honor.” Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry; take the
robes and the horse, as you have said, and do so to Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's gate.
Leave out nothing that you have mentioned.” So Haman took the robes and the horse, and he
dressed Mordecai and led him through the square of the city, proclaiming before him, “Thus shall
it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor.

3. God had unfinished business

Esther 5:1 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the king's
palace, in front of the king's quarters, while the king was sitting on his royal throne inside the
throne room opposite the entrance to the palace. And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in
the court, she won favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his
hand. Then Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. And the king said to her, “What
is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given you, even to the half of my kingdom."

Esther 7:9 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Moreover, the
gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, is standing at Haman's
house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the
gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai.

Esther 8:16-17 The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor. And in every province and in
every city, wherever the king's command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among



the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves
Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them.



