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Promises

Jeremiah 29:10-14 (ESV)

10“For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, | will visit
you, and | will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. ' For | know the
plans | have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope. 2 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and | will hear
you. *You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. *1 will be
found by you, declares the LORD, and | will restore your fortunes and gather you from all
the nations and all the places where | have driven you, declares the Lord, and | will bring
you back to the place from which | sent you into exile.

Call to God despite captivity

Jeremiah 29:10 (ESV)
10%For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, | will visit
you, and | will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place.

To whom does this apply? If God’s love was so definite, why the suffering?

Your fate

Isaiah 64:1-4 (ESV)

! Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at
your presence - 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-
to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your
presence! *When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the
mountains quaked at your presence.* From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him.

Jeremiah 6:16 (ESV)

Thus says the LORD: “Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where
the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not
walk in it.’

Jeremiah 20:9 (ESV)
If | say, “l will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” there is in my heart as it
were a burning fire shut up in my bones, and | am weary with holding it in, and | cannot.

Jeremiah knew there was a plot against him:

Jeremiah 11:19a
But | was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter...

What does this promise mean?



A life of thankfulness

Jeremiah 29:14 (ESV)

141 will be found by you, declares the LORD, and | will restore your fortunes and gather you
from all the nations and all the places where | have driven you, declares the LORD, and |
will bring you back to the place from which | sent you into exile.

Jeremiah 29:5-7 (ESV)

®>Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. ® Take wives and
have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not
decrease. ’ But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray
to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.

Jeremiah 31:31-35 (ESV)

31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with
the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that | made with their
fathers on the day when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt,
my covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, declares the LORD. * For this is
the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares

the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will
be their God, and they shall be my people. 3* And no longer shall each one teach his
neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from
the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For | will forgive their iniquity, and |
will remember their sin no more.” 3° Thus says the LORD, who gives the sun for light by
day and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, who stirs up the sea so
that its waves roar - the LORD of hosts is his name.



