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Nehemiah’s army 

2 Peter 1:12, 13 NIV 
12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly 

established in the truth you now have. 13 I think it is right to refresh your memory as long 

as I live in this tent of this body.   

His tears 

Nehemiah 1:1 – 4 
1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in 

the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the capital, 2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came 

with certain men from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews who escaped, who 

had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, "The remnant 

there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of 

Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire." 4 As soon as I heard these 

words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying 

before the God of heaven.  

Nehemiah 2: 1 - 5 
1 In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before 

him, I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. 2 

And the king said to me, "Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing 

but sadness of the heart." Then I was very much afraid. 3 I said to the king, "Let the king 

live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' graves, 

lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?" 4 Then the king said to me, "What 

are you requesting?" So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, "If it 

pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to 

Judah, to the city of my fathers' graves, that I may rebuild it."  

Paul’s tears 

Romans 9:1 - 3 
1 I am speaking the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in the 

Holy Spirit- 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish 

that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh. 

Romans 10:1 
Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.  



Jesus’ tears 

Matthew 9:36 - 38 
36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and 

helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 

send out laborers into his harvest."  

Lovelessness 

Matthew 24:12 
And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.  

His task 

Nehemiah 2:17 – 18 
17 Then I said to them, "You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its 

gates burned. Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer 

derision." 18 And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and 

also of the words that the king had spoken to me. And they said, "Let us rise up and 

build." So they strengthened their hands for the good work.  

Our task 

Matthew 28:18 - 20 
18 And Jesus said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.19 Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  

His tactics 

Nehemiah 2:19 – 20 
19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the 

Arab heard of it, they jeered at us and despised us and said, "What is this thing that you 

are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?" 20 Then I replied to them, "The God of 

heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and build, but you have no 

portion or right or claim in Jerusalem."  

Nehemiah 4:16 – 18 & 23 
16 From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction, and half held the spears, 

shields, bows, and coats of mail. And the leaders stood behind the whole house of Judah, 

17 who were building on the wall. Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way 

that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. 18 And 

each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built… 

23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the men of the guard who followed me, 

none of us took off our clothes; each kept his weapon at his right hand.  



Nehemiah 6:1 - 4 
1 Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies heard 

that I had built the wall and that there was no breach left in it (although up to that time I 

had not set up the doors in the gates), 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, "Come 

and let us meet together at Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono." 

But they intended to do me harm. 3 And I sent messengers to them, saying, "I am doing a 

great work and I cannot come down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and come 

down to you?" 4 And they sent to me four times in this way, and I answered them in the 

same manner. 


