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The curse of fatherlessness

Malachi 4:5-6

°> Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the
LORD. ¢ And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to
their fathers, Lest | come and strike the earth with a curse.

Luke 15:11-32

11 Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. 2 And the younger of them said to his father,
'Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me." So he divided to them his livelihood.

13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and
there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. '* But when he had spent all, there arose a severe
famine in that land, and he began to be in want. *Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of
that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. * And he would gladly have filled his
stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 7 "But when he came to
himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and |
perish with hunger! '8 | will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you, ° and | am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like
one of your hired servants." 2° "And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great
way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 2!
And the son said to him, 'Father, | have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer
worthy to be called your son.' 22 "But the father said to his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and
put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 22 And bring the fatted calf here
and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost
and is found.' And they began to be merry. ?®> "Now his older son was in the field. And as he came
and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. ?¢ So he called one of the servants and
asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and because he has
received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.'?® "But he was angry and would
not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 2° So he answered and said to his
father, 'Lo, these many years | have been serving you; | never transgressed your commandment at
any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that | might make merry with my friends. 3° But
as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood with harlots, you killed the
fatted calf for him.' 3! "And he said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that | have is
yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is alive
again, and was lost and is found.""

The younger son: rebellion

All about self (give me).

Wanted to do his own thing.

Didn’t want to be in his father’s house.
Thought he knew better.

Feared he would miss out on something.

oW e



The older son: religion

All about slavery (insecure).

Wanted to prove himself.

Didn’t feel the freedom to communicate with his father.
Was jealous of his brother and could not celebrate anything.
Feared he wasn’t good enough (didn't ask for inheritance).
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The orphan spirit

Struggles to love self & others.
Struggles to take responsibility.
Initiates rebellion.

Walks in insecurity.
Career-driven and obsessed.
Has to work all the time.

Joy dependent on situation.
Struggles to rejoice with others.
. Jealous of others’ success.

10. Serves to earn Father’s love.
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The adopted son: righteousness

Starts with a realization.

Consider and decide.

Repent (turn around).

Receive the adoption (ceremony and celebration).
Walk in identity, authority and destiny.
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The Spirit of adoption

Galatians 4:1-7

! Now | say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not differ at all from a slave, though he is
master of all, 2 but is under guardians and stewards until the time appointed by the father.

3 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world. # But when
the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5
to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. © And
because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba,
Father!" 7 Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through
Christ.

Romans 8:14-17,19

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. !® For you did not receive the
spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba,
Father." ' The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 7 and if
children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we
may also be glorified together. ° For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the
revealing of the sons of God.



adopted sons endure discipline

Hebrews 12:5-8 (ESV)

> And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? "My son, do not regard lightly
the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. ¢ For the Lord disciplines the one he
loves, and chastises every son whom he receives." 7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God
is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left
without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.



