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He is not here

Luke 24:1-12

!Now on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they, and certain other women
with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. ?But they found
the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3Then they went in and did not find the body of the
Lord Jesus. “And it happened, as they were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two
men stood by them in shining garments. ®°Then, as they were afraid and bowed their faces to
the earth, they said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? ®He is not here,
but is risen! Remember how He spoke to you when He was still in Galilee, “saying, ‘The Son
of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day
rise again.”” 8And they remembered His words. °Then they returned from the tomb and told
all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. °It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the
mother of James, and the other women with them, who told these things to the apostles.
And their words seemed to them like idle tales, and they did not believe them. ?But Peter
arose and ran to the tomb; and stooping down, he saw the linen cloths lying by themselves;
and he departed, marveling to himself at what had happened.

What did happen?

Colossians 2:11-15 (NLT)

When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a physical procedure. Christ
performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature. ?For you were
buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to new life
because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. '3You were
dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God
made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. *He canceled the record of the
charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. *°In this way, he disarmed the
spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the
Cross.

Inseparable

Romans 8:31-39

31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 3?He who
did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things? *Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who
justifies. 3#%ho js he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who
is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. **Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 26As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 3’Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us. *¥For | am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor



angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, *nor height nor
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

In a nutshell

Romans 5:12-21 (The Message)

You know the story of how Adam landed us in the dilemma we're in--first sin, then death,
and no one exempt from either sin or death. That sin disturbed relations with God in
everything and everyone, but the extent of the disturbance was not clear until God spelled it
out in detail to Moses. So death, this huge abyss separating us from God, dominated the
landscape from Adam to Moses. Even those who didn't sin precisely as Adam did by
disobeying a specific command of God still had to experience this termination of life, this
separation from God. But Adam, who got us into this, also points ahead to the One who will
get us out of it. Yet the rescuing gift is not exactly parallel to the death-dealing sin. If one
man's sin put crowds of people at the dead-end abyss of separation from God, just think
what God's gift poured through one man, Jesus Christ, will do! There's no comparison
between that death-dealing sin and this generous, life-giving gift. The verdict on that one sin
was the death sentence; the verdict on the many sins that followed was this wonderful life
sentence. If death got the upper hand through one man's wrongdoing, can you imagine the
breathtaking recovery life makes, sovereign life, in those who grasp with both hands this
wildly extravagant life-gift, this grand setting-everything-right, that the one man Jesus Christ
provides? Here it is in a nutshell: Just as one person did it wrong and got us in all this
trouble with sin and death, another person did it right and got us out of it. But more than
just getting us out of trouble, he got us into life! One man said no to God and put many
people in the wrong; one man said yes to God and put many in the right. All that passing
laws against sin did was produce more lawbreakers. But sin didn't, and doesn't, have a
chance in competition with the aggressive forgiveness we call grace. When it's sin versus
grace, grace wins hands down. All sin can do is threaten us with death, and that's the end of
it. Grace, because God is putting everything together again through the Messiah, invites us
into life--a life that goes on and on and on, world without end.

Lest we forget

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

23For | received from the Lord that which | also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the
same night in which He was betrayed took bread; ?*and when He had given thanks, He broke
it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of
Me.” 25In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 6For as
often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.



