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Not a kingdom of externals
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Matthew 6:25-29

25“Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?
28 ook at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 2’And which of you by being anxious can
add a single hour to his span of life? 22And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 2°yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these.

Your Daddy knows

Matthew 6:30-32

30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 3!Therefore do not be anxious, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 3°For the Gentiles seek after
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.

First things first
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Matthew 6:33-34

33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
344Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for
the day is its own trouble.

: Relationships

Romans 14:7-9,11-17

’None of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we
die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. °For to this
end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

Ufor it is written, "As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give
praise to God." ?So each of us shall give account of himself to God. '3Then let us no more pass
judgment on one another, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of
a brother. *| know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but it is
unclean for any one who thinks it unclean. ®If your brother is being injured by what you eat, you are
no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died.

16S0 do not let your good be spoken of as evil. Y"For the kingdom of God is not food and drink but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit; 8he who thus serves Christ is acceptable to God
and approved by men. *°Let us then pursue what makes for peace and for mutual up-building.

Faithfulness

Matthew 25:14-30

14"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man travelling to a far country, who called his own servants
and delivered his goods to them. '*"And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another
one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. *"Then he who had
received the five talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. "And likewise
he who had received two gained two more also. '8'But he who had received one went and dug in the
ground, and hid his lord’s money. '°"After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled
accounts with them. 2°"So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents,
saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, | have gained five more talents besides them.’
21"His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, |
will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ ?2"He also who had received two



talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, | have gained two more talents
besides them.’” 2*"His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful
over a few things, | will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 2*"Then he
who had received the one talent came and said, 'Lord, | knew you to be a hard man, reaping where
you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. ?°’And | was afraid, and went
and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26"But his lord answered and
said to him, "You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that | reap where | have not sown, and gather
where | have not scattered seed. ?”’So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and
at my coming | would have received back my own with interest. 28’ Therefore take the talent from him,
and give it to him who has ten talents. 2°’For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will
have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 3’And cast
the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

First things first
Matthew 6:33-34
33But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
34“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for
the day is its own trouble.



