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A hope and a future 

Jer 29:11 
11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 

to give you a future and a hope. 

 

Jer 31:17  
17There is hope for your future, says the LORD, and your children shall come back to their own 

country. 

 

From comfort to confusion 

Jer 29: 1-2  
1Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the 

remainder of the elders who were carried away captive — to the priests, the prophets, and all the 

people whom Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2(This happened 

after Jeconiah the king, the queen mother, the eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerusalem, the 

craftsmen, and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem.) 

   Babylon 

1.) Man-made kingdom: rebellion against God. 

2.) Place of confusion. 

3.) Purpose to keep people of God out of their promised land. 

4.) False religion. 

 

God above history 

Jer 29: 4   
4Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all who were carried away captive, whom I have 

caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon: 

 

Prosperity in exile 

Jer 29:5-7   
5Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6Take wives and beget sons and 

daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may bear 

sons and daughters — that you may be increased there, and not diminished. 7And seek the peace of 

the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its 

peace you will have peace. 

 

Babylon is not the enemy 

Jer 29:5-7   
5Build houses and dwell in them; plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6Take wives and beget sons and 

daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may bear 

sons and daughters — that you may be increased there, and not diminished. 7And seek the peace of 

the city where I have caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its 

peace you will have peace. 

 

The enemy: spiritual confusion 

Jer 29:8-10  
 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who 

are in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams which you cause to be dreamed. 9For they 
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prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them, says the LORD. 10For thus says the LORD: 

After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you, 

and cause you to return to this place.  

 

God’s good word 

Jer 29: 11-14 
11For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 

to give you a future and a hope. 12Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen 

to you.  And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.14I will be 

found by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back from your captivity; I will gather you from all 

the nations and from all the places where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you to 

the place from which I cause you to be carried away captive. 

 

John 16:33  
33"These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 

 

Ambassadors of kindness 

Romans 2:4  
4Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the 

goodness of God leads you to repentance? 

 


