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A snake on a pole 

Numbers 21:4-8 
4Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; 

and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way. 5And the people spoke against God 

and against Moses: “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 

is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.” 6So the LORD sent fiery serpents 

among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel died. 7Therefore the 

people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against 

you; pray to the LORD that He take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 
8Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall be that 

everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it 

on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he 

lived. 

 

Life in the cross 

John 3:14-17 
14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, 15that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 16For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life. 17For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 

world through Him might be saved. 

 

Foolishness of the cross 

1 Corinthians 1:17-25 
17For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the 

cross of Christ should be made of no effect. 18For the message of the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written: “I will 

destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.” 
20Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of this world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did 

not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who 

believe. 22For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom 23but we preach Christ crucified, to 

the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24but to those who are called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25Because the foolishness of God is 

wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

 

The sufficiency of the cross 

Isaiah 53:2-8 
2For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form 

or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 3He is despised 

and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces 

from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4Surely He has borne our grieves and 

carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But 

He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our 

peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; We have 

turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
7He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the 

slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 8He was taken 
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from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the 

land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken. 

 

The hope of the cross 

Hebrews 11:1-6 
1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2For by it the elders 

obtained a good testimony. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, 

so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible... 6But without faith it 

is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 

rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 


