Halloween warning!

I am sure that most of us are aware of the appalling spate of murders recently – especially
where there have been farm murders. It can be no coincidence that these have occurred
more frequently in the run up to Halloween. This time is a significant one on the calendar of
those actively serving Satan – and one of the evil things that they do is to offer sacrifices to
Satan in the form of animals and of humans.
DO NOT be drawn into any part of this incredibly evil celebration! It is not, and can not, be
innocent or “fun”! No part of Halloween is suitable for any Disciple of Christ to be involved
with in any way other than in prayer for the victory of Jesus Christ to be manifest. Let us
pray that He defeats completely the purposes of the devil at this time. Each time you or I
see any mention of Halloween, let us use it as a reminder to pray attentively into the
situation…
For more information, go to Jericho Walls website – they have produced a very good
information piece on this.

Let’s spend a few minutes in prayer on this subject now.

The “grace” delusion

Shofar Piketberg – 29th October 2017

Introduction:
Please remember today that each of us is responsible before the Lord to discern
EVERYTHING that we hear or read! If we are brutally honest, we will probably find that
every error in the Church, and in the life of any Christian Disciple, may be traced back to the
point at which the foundation was abandoned – and by the foundation I mean the Bible as read
with the help of the Holy Spirit.
So each of you is responsible to examine what I say to you here today – I have done my best
to listen carefully to what the Lord has to say on the subject matter, but you cannot simply
receive it without careful discernment. Please do your own homework! And by that I mean
that you should search the Scriptures (or Bible) for yourself…

We probably do not need to be reminded that we live in a time of great challenge to our
Christian faith, and to the Church of Jesus Christ. One of those challenges is the fact that
teachings that are not accurately based on Biblical revelation are promoted – and with our
ability to access information almost instantly through social media and the internet, these
teachings “go viral” (to coin a phrase) extremely quickly.
When the enemy cannot stop people from being saved through Jesus Christ, or from
belonging to the Church, his strategy is often to inspire influential people within the Church
to become obsessed with, or focussed on, a take on a Biblical principle that is a little bit off.
And as we all know, “a little bit off” is not “on”.
Now, to introduce today’s topic, I would like you to discuss for a couple of minutes with the
people around you the verse that appears on the screen – what does the writer mean by “For
sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace”?

What do you think that the Apostle Paul means?
What does he mean by the law?

What about grace?
Do you think that law and grace are in opposition to one another? If so, why? If not, why?
I am not going to comment on the answers now – the exercise was to help each of us to try to
understand what we believe this verse means. So now that we know what we believe, let us
test that against what the Bible says.

You may notice that in my title I have placed the word “grace” within quotation marks because
it is so often misused, or redefined to suit a purpose, outside the real Scriptural meaning.

We are warned over and over again to be on our guard against wrong teaching. Here are a few
examples of such warnings, where we can see that wrong teaching is most certainly not a new
phenomenon.
Here is the Apostle Peter’s warning:

The Apostle Paul warns Timothy in both 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy:

Jude also warns us about these things – in this case, specifically about abusing the concept of
the Lord’s grace:

So now let us read Romans 6:14 again – as it is so often quoted with regard to grace…

What does this mean? Unfortunately, many people who have not read this verse within
(firstly) the context of the rest of Romans, and (secondly) the context of the rest of
Scripture; have taught that it means that we no longer have to obey the principles of the law
– by which they most often mean what we call the ten commandments. In other words, they
take grace to mean that we have been given a licence to live as we please – without
consequence. This, they will tell you, is because Jesus Christ died for ALL sin.
Tragically, for them, and for those whom they lead astray; they are wrong – as we will clearly
see during the course of our brief study this morning!
My opinion on what the Apostle Paul means here is this: Law represents the old covenant,
Grace the new covenant. Let me explain: Relationship with the Lord WAS governed by the Law
(as given to Moses by the Lord) when the Old Covenant was initiated in the wilderness after
the Israelites were taken out of Egypt by the Lord – but it is now (since the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ about 2000 years ago) governed by a New Covenant of grace, as
manifested through the person of Jesus Christ! That’s it, so simple. Grace is a manifestation
of the love of the Lord for mankind. That manifestation is seen through the life of Jesus
Christ; particularly as He spent time on the earth.

So I think that before we carry on, it would be useful to define the word “grace” as it is used
in the Bible – not as it may have been redefined by misuse. I referred to the Holman
Treasury of key Bible words for the following description:

There are a whole lot of things that the grace of the Lord is not – this slide has a brief list
of some of the most common errors:

While the statement on this slide is not a complete definition, it may be useful as an aid to
help us to remember what the grace of the Lord really is:

So now to confirm that the statements that we have just read are accurate, we will have a
look at some Scripture verses.
As a matter of interest, I can find no mention of Jesus Christ speaking of grace at all in the
Biblical record. In fact, the only place that the word grace is used in any of the four Gospels
is in the Apostle John’s introduction (John 1:6-18):

It is clear from this that grace came through Jesus Christ. It is also clear that this grace is
exclusively available to those who receive and believe in Him. Those Jewish people who did not
receive and believe in Him stayed under the Law. The trouble is, though, that the Law was
superceded by Grace. The system (or covenant) of Law could not run simultaneously with the
covenant of Grace!

There is a beautiful symbolism that clearly illustrates the end of the old covenant, and the
beginning of the new, in the following verse:

The temple curtain was torn apart from TOP to bottom! It was an act of God – HE ripped it!
The curtain enclosed the “holy of holies” within the Temple – which was where the presence
of the Lord was supposed to dwell, and where the Jewish High Priest met with Him as a
representative of the Jewish people – on their behalf. And now, suddenly, His place of
dwelling was open to all!

Martin Luther, who was instrumental in the reformation of 500 years ago, was inspired by
this statement of the Apostle Paul in his letter to the Ephesians:

The grace of the Lord extends to us the means of salvation – the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ – but we need to receive the effect of this through faith; that is, by

believing, that Jesus Christ is Who He says that He is, and that what He did for us is
exclusively effective in making a relationship with the Lord possible. There is NO other way!
The old covenant (the Law) has been replaced – it does not, and can not, work any more.

See, there is a distinction between the PRINCIPLES of the Law, and the COVENANT of the
Law. The Lord is consistent – He never changes, this means that for us to enter into
relationship with Him, we need to be holy.

Jesus warns us so clearly here:

We cannot add the covenant of Grace to the covenant of the Law, but neither can we add the
covenant of the Law to that of Grace.

We’ll read what the writer to the Hebrews says…

Why would the Lord, in terms of His new covenant, put His laws on our hearts, and write them
on our minds – unless it is that we need to know what they are?

To forgive means to write off – think of a debt.

Now let’s have a look at the immediate context for the verse that we started with in Romans:

Grace is NOT a licence to sin! The grace of the Lord that has become available to us through
the new and living way of Jesus Christ makes it possible for us to receive the gift of the
Baptism in the Holy Spirit, Who equips, leads, and guides us in the way that we should live so
that we become sanctified (or are made holy).

Every one of us needs to guard against being led astray – against delusion or deception. Let us
stay alert, and endure in searching the Scriptures whenever we are unsure of anything to do
with our walk with the Lord.

Conclusion:

