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1. Prayers for fruit of righteousness

Phil 1:9-11

® And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment,
10 50 that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, *!
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Col 1:9-10

9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, '° so as to walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God.

2. Instructed to bear fruit

Matt 3:8
Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.

3. Blessed... Yields fruit in season

Ps 1:1-3

! Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 2 but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he
meditates day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its
season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.

4. Two types of fruit

* Flesh
» Spirit
Gal 5:16-25

16 But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. !” For the desires of
the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. '8 But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the law. !* Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality, ?° idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions,
divisions, 2! envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. | warn you, as | warned you before, that
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things
there is no law. ?* And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. 2° If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

Rom 7:4-6

4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may
belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.
5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our
members to bear fruit for death. ® But now we are released from the law, having died to that which



held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written
code.

Rom 6:21-23

21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For
the end of those things is death. 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become
slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 22 For the wages of sin
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

5. Faith & Works

Jam 2:14-18, 26

14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith
save him? '° If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food,'® and one of you says to
them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the things needed for the body, what
good is that?!” So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. ® But someone will say, "You
have faith and | have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and | will show you my faith
by my works... 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.

6. Known by fruit

Matt 7:15-20

15 "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.
16 You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes, or figs from
thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. '8 A healthy
tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. !° Every tree that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 2° Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.

Jam 3:11-18

11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and salt water? 2 Can a fig tree, my
brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.**> Who is
wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of
wisdom. '* But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be
false to the truth. '° This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual,
demonic. '® For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile
practice. ! But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. '® And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by
those who make peace.

Matt 12:35
The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil
treasure brings forth evil.

7. How do we bear good fruit?
a) Abide in Jesus

John 15:1-6

1"l am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. ? Every branch in me that does not bear fruit
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 Already
you are clean because of the word that | have spoken to you. * Abide in me, and | in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in
me. ° | am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. ® If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away
like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.

b) Abide in His Word (His words in you)

John 15:7
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.



2 John 1:9
Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God.
Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.

John 16:12-15

121 still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. * When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. '* He will glorify me, for
he will take what is mine and declare it to you. '® All that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that
he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

c) Abide in His Love

John 15:8-9
& By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. ° As the
Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love.

John 13:35
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."

8. How do we abide in His Love?

John 15:10-17

10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's
commandments and abide in his love. ! These things | have spoken to you, that my joy may be in
you, and that your joy may be full. 12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have
loved you. 3 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. ** You
are my friends if you do what | command you. '* No longer do | call you servants, for the servant does
not know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends, for all that | have heard from my
Father | have made known to you. ' You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in
my name, he may give it to you. !’ These things | command you, so that you will love one another.

John 14:21-24

21 Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will
be loved by my Father, and | will love him and manifest myself to him." 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said
to him, "Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?" 2* Jesus answered
him, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to
him and make our home with him. ?* Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the
word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.

Luke 8:15
As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good
heart, and bear fruit with patience.

John 12:24

Truly, truly, | say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if
it dies, it bears much fruit.

9. To be seen vs. secret

Matt 6:1-18

* Give to needy
* Pray
e Fast

=> God who sees in Secret will reward openly



10. Ho to combat unfruitfulness

2 Pet 1:5-8

° For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with
knowledge, © and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness
with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. & For if
these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.



