
 1

 

Title: Preparing for the Harvest 

Pastor: Jaco Coetzee 

Date: 25 April 2010  

Time: 09:30 
 

 

1 Cor 3:9 

For we are fellow workmen (joint promoters, laborers together) with and for God; you are God's garden 

and vineyard and field under cultivation, [you are] God's building.  

 

John 4:27-35 
27 And at this point His disciples came, and they marvelled that He talked with a woman; yet no one 

said, "What do You seek?" or, "Why are You talking with her?" 28 The woman then left her water pot, 

went her way into the city, and said to the men, 29 “Come, see a Man who told me all things that I 

ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 30 Then they went out of the city and came to Him. 31 In the 

meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 32 But He said to them, "I have food to eat 

of which you do not know." 33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought Him 

anything to eat?" 34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish 

His work. 35 Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to 

you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!  

 

Biblical laborer: 

 

1. always trusts God to share with others 

 

John 4:28-30 
28 The woman then left her water pot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, 29 "Come, see a 

Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 30 Then they went out of the 

city and came to Him.  

 

2. a laborer’s only concern is doing the will  of God 

 

John 4:31-34 
31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 32 But He said to them, "I have 

food to eat of which you do not know." 33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone 

brought Him anything to eat?" 34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, 

and to finish His work.  

 

Heb 5:12 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first 

principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  

 

“Some are jealous to be successors of the Apostles; I would rather be a successor of the Samaritan 

woman, who, while they went for food, forgot her water pot in her zeal for souls.”  Hudson Taylor  

 

3. a laborer always has an outward focus 

 

John 4:35  

Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up 

your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!  

 

4. a laborer has compassion for the  harvest 

 

 Matt 9:35-37 
35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 

gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 36 But when 
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He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and 

scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few.  

 

a: love is demonstrative 

 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have everlasting life.  

 

b: love identifies with others 

 

John 11:32-36 
32 Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, 

"Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died." 33 Therefore, when Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. 34 and 

He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to Him, "Lord, come and see." 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then 

the Jews said, "See how He loved him!"  

 

Matt 9:38 

Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."  

 

1 Cor 9:19,22b 
19 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all that I might win the more 

…. 22b I have become all things to all men that I might by all means save some.  

 

5. a laborer has no comfort zones 

 

Matt 8:18-22 
18 And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to depart to the other side. 
19 Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, "Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go." 20 And 

Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man  

has nowhere to lay His head."

 
21 Then another of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, let me first go and 

bury my father." 22 But Jesus said to him, "Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead. “ 

 

Titus 1:16 

They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and 

disqualified for every good work.  

 

picture of today’s laborer’s 

 

Matt 8:19, 21 
19 Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, "Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go …21Then 

another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father." 

 

Luke 5:11 

So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him… 

 

Mark 16:20 

And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word 

through the accompanying signs.  

 

2 Tim 2:20-21 
20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some 

for honor and some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a 

vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.  

 

 

 

 


