2018/03/18

A PROBLEM AND TWO SOLUTIONS
Luke 18.9-14
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Luke 18.9-14

9To some who were confident of their own
righteousness and looked down on everyone
else, Jesus told this parable: 19“Two men
went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee
and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee
stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, | thank
you that | am not like other people—robbers,
evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax
collector. 12| fast twice a week and give a
tenth of all | get. Sh[]fal
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13“But the tax collector stood at a distance.
He would not even look up to heaven, but
beat his breasts and said, ‘God, have mercy
on me, a sinner.’

144] tell you that this man, rather than the
other, went home justified before God. For all
those who exalt themselves will be humbled,
and those who humble themselves will be
exalted.”
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Outline

» The Problem of Unrighteousness
e The Outside-in Solution
« The Inside-out Solution

shofar

2018/03/18

Justified

“That is your secret, contentment; | am 24 and I've
never known it. I'm forever in pursuit and | don't
even know what | am chasing. And now in one
hour's time, | will be out there again. | will raise my
eyes and look down that corridor, 4 feet wide, with
10 lonely seconds to justify my existence. But will
17" — Harold Abrahams in Chariots of Fire
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Justified

“| have an iron will, and all of my will has always
been to conquer some horrible feeling of
inadequacy... | push past one spell of it and
discover myself as a special human being and then
| get to another stage and think I'm mediocre
and uninteresting. And | find a way to get myself
out of that. Again and again. My drive in life is from
this horrible fear of being mediocre. And that's
always pushing me, pushing me. Because even
though I've become Somebody, | still have to prove
that I'm Somebody. My struggle has never ended
and it probably never will.” — Madonna
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