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Introduction

One of our greatest desires and highest values is

“freedom”, but sometimes we define freedom in a

way that is not liberating.

» Braveheart: ‘Freedom!’

» The Struggle for freedom in SA

» Freedom of speech, association, etc. in the Bill
of Rights
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James 1.13-18

13| et no one say when he is tempted, "l am being
tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with evil,
and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own
desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives birth
to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.
16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights with whom there is no
variation or shadow due to change. 180f his own will he
brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be
a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
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Outline

James 1.13-18 reveals three things to
us:

1.0ur deadly desires

2.The world’s deceptive light

3.God’s decisive gift
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CS Lewis, Weight of Glory

We are to shine as the sun, we are to be given the
Morning Star. | think | begin to see what it means.
In one way, of course, God has given us the Morning
Star already: you can go and enjoy the gift on many
fine mornings if you get up early enough. What
more, you may ask, do we want? Ah, but we want so
much more... We do not want merely to see beauty,
though, God knows, even that is bounty enough. We
want something else which can hardly be put into
words—to be united with the beauty we see, to pass
into it, to receive it into ourselves, to bathe in it, to
become part of it. Shﬂlﬂ[

CS Lewis, Weight of Glory

That is why the poets tell us such lovely falsehoods.
They talk as if the west wind could really sweep into
a human soul; but it can’t. They tell us that “beauty
born of murmuring sound” will pass into a human
face; but it won't. Or not yet. For if we take the
imagery of Scripture seriously, if we believe that
God will one day give us the Morning Star and
cause us to put on

the splendour of the sun, then we may surmise that
both the ancient myths and the modern poetry, so
false as history, may be very near the truth as

prophecy. shofar




CS Lewis, Weight of Glory

At present we are on the outside of the world, the
wrong side of the door. We discern the freshness
and purity of morning, but they do not make us
fresh and pure. We cannot mingle with the
splendours we see. But all the leaves of the New
Testament are rustling with the rumour that it will
not always be so. Some day, God willing, we shall
get in. When human souls have become as perfect
in voluntary obedience as the inanimate creation is
in its lifeless obedience, then they will put on its
glory, or rather that greater glory of which Nature is
only the first sketch. Shn[a[
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CS Lewis, Weight of Glory

For you must not think that | am putting forward
any heathen fancy of being absorbed into Nature.
Nature is mortal; we shall outlive her. When all the
suns and nebulae have passed away, each one of
you will still be alive. Nature is only the image, the
symbol; but it is the symbol Scripture invites me to
use. We are summoned to pass in through Nature,
beyond her, into that splendour which she fitfully
reflects.
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