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a: Comfort, comfort
Isaiah 40:1-3

! Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.? Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her
warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double
for all her sins.3 A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.

b: Because of our iniquity
Isaiah 53
! Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? ? For He shall
grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness;
And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him.3 He is despised and rejected
by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He
was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
4 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by
God, and afflicted.® But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities;
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.® All we like sheep
have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the
iniquity of us all.” He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was
led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His
mouth.

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut
off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.® And they made
His grave with the wicked — But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor
was any deceit in His mouth.!° Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief.
When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And
the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.

1 He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall

justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities.'? Therefore | will divide Him a portion with the great,
And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He
was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the
transgressors.

c: All things pass away

Isaiah 40:4-7
* Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall

become level, and the rough places a plain.® And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken."® A voice says, "Cry!" And | said,
"What shall | cry?" All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.” The grass
withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people is grass.



The Word stands forever

Isaiah 40:8-11

8 The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.® Get you up to a
high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of
good tidings, lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!"!® Behold, the Lord
GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him.!! He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he will gather the lambs in his
arms, he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

heralds of good tidings

2 Corinthians 1:3-5

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, * who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any
trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

® For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ.

The greatness of your God

Isaiah 40:12-14, 16-26
12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span,

enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a
balance? '3 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as his counselor has instructed him? ** Whom
did he consult for his enlightenment, and who taught him the path of justice, and taught him
knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding?

Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering.!” All the nations
are as nothing before him, they are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness.® To whom
then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him?!° The idol! a workman casts it, and a
goldsmith overlays it with gold, and casts for it silver chains. ?° He who is impoverished chooses for
an offering wood that will not rot; he seeks out a skilful craftsman to set up an image that will not
move.

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not
understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and
its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them
like a tent to dwell in; 22 who brings princes to nought, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.

24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he
blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.?® To whom then
will you compare me, that | should be like him? says the Holy One.?® Lift up your eyes on high and
see: who created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the
greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing.

God knows and understands

Isaiah 40:27-29
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, "My way is hid from the LORD, and my right is

disregarded by my God"? 22 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary, his understanding is
unsearchable.?® He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. .



When men rise like eagles

Isaiah 40:30-31
30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted;3! but they who wait for

the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and
not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

Isaiah 51:1-3

! "Listen to Me, you who follow after righteousness, You who seek the LORD: Look to the rock from
which you were hewn, And to the hole of the pit from which you were dug.? Look to Abraham your
father, And to Sarah who bore you; For | called him alone, And blessed him and increased him."® For
the LORD will comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places; He will make her wilderness like
Eden, And her desert like the garden of the LORD; Joy and gladness will be found in it, Thanksgiving
and the voice of melody.

Isaiah 51:12,15-16

1241 even |, am He who comforts you. Who are you that you should be afraid of a man who will die,
And of the son of a man who will be made like grass? '°* But | am the LORD your God, Who divided
the sea whose waves roared — The LORD of hosts is His name.'® And | have put My words in your
mouth; | have covered you with the shadow of My hand, That | may plant the heavens, Lay the
foundations of the earth, And say to Zion, 'You are My people.™

Isaiah 42:1-3

! “Behold! My Servant whom | uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! | have put My Spirit
upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles.? He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, Nor
cause His voice to be heard in the street.®> A bruised reed He will not break, And smoking flax He
will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth.

Isaiah 43

! But now, thus says the LORD, who created you, O Jacob, And He who formed you, O Israel: "Fear
not, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by your name; You are Mine.? When you pass
through the waters, | will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you
walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, Nor shall the flame scorch you.3 For | am the LORD
your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior; | gave Egypt for your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in
your place.

4 Since you were precious in My sight, You have been honored, And | have loved you; Therefore | will
give men for you, And people for your life.5 Fear not, for | am with you; | will bring your descendants
from the east, And gather you from the west;® | will say to the north, 'Give them up!” And to the
south, 'Do not keep them back!” Bring My sons from afar, And My daughters from the ends of the
earth — 7 Everyone who is called by My name, Whom | have created for My glory; | have formed him,
yes, | have made him."

Isaiah 44:21-23

21 “Remember these, O Jacob, And Israel, for you are My servant; | have formed you, you are My
servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me! ?? | have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your
transgressions, And like a cloud, your sins. Return to Me, for | have redeemed you."?® Sing, O
heavens, for the LORD has done it! Shout, you lower parts of the earth; Break forth into singing, you
mountains, O forest, and every tree in it! For the LORD has redeemed Jacob, And glorified Himself in
Israel.



