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a. Catalyst of change

Romans 12:1-2

' | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good
and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Wisdom of the kingdom

Matthew 25:1-13

! “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to
meet the bridegroom. ? Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. * Those who were foolish
took their lamps and took no oil with them, # but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. °
But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. © “And at midnight a cry was
heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!” 7 Then all those virgins arose and
trimmed their lamps.  And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” ® But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but
go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.” '° And while they went to buy, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. !
“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!” *? But he answered and said,
‘Assuredly, | say to you, | do not know you.’” '* “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour in which the Son of Man is coming.

Serve in measure provided

Romans 12:3-8

3 For | say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of
faith. * For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same
function, ®so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. ®
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let
us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches,
in teaching; ® he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.



