blueprint Sunday

From Grace to
Generosity




blueprint Sunday

Deuteronomy 15:1-15

1 "At the end of every seven years you shall grant a release. 2
And this is the manner of the release: every creditor shall release
what he has lent to his neighbor. He shall not exact it of his
neighbor, his brother, because the LORD's release has been
proclaimed. 3 Of a foreigner you may exact it, but whatever of
yours is with your brother your hand shall release.

4 But there will be no poor among you; for the LORD will bless

you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an
inheritance to possess— 5 if only you will strictly obey the voice of
the LORD your God, being careful to do all this commandment that
| command you today.
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Deuteronomy 15:1-15

6 For the LORD your God will bless you, as he promised you, and
you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow, and you
shall rule over many nations, but they shall not rule over you.

7 "lIf among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any
of your towns within your land that the LORD your God is giving
you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against
your poor brother, 8 but you shall open your hand to him and lend
him sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. 9 Take care lest
there be an unworthy thought in your heart and you say, 'The
seventh year, the year of release is near,' and your eye look
grudgingly on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he
cry to the LORD against you, and you be guilty of sin.
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Deuteronomy 15:1-15

10 You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be
grudging when you give to him, because for this the LORD
your God will bless you in all your work and in all that you
undertake. 11 For there will never cease to be poor in the
and. Therefore | command you, 'You shall open wide your
nand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your

and.’
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Deuteronomy 15:1-15

12 "If your brother, a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is
sold to you, he shall serve you six years, and in the seventh
year you shall let him go free from you. 13 And when you let
him go free from you, you shall not let him go empty-handed.

14 You shall furnish him liberally out of your flock, out of your
threshing floor, and out of your winepress. As the LORD your
God has blessed you, you shall give to him.

15 You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of
Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you; therefore |
command you this today.
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Context :
The Loan due to farming bankruptcy
Allow him work off the loan
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GOD’S CALL

1. Astonishing generosity — above legalism
2. Empowerment — not just charity
3. Hope —away from cynicism
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OUR RESPONSE

1. Motivation for generosity is grace
2. Grace impacts our identity
3. The Nations are watching us
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Imagine that you have no job, no money; you live cut off from the rest of
society in a world ruled by poverty and violence; you are pre-judged for
the color of your skin—and you have no hope that any of this will change.
Around you is a society governed by the iron law of achievement. Its
gilded goods are flaunted before your eyes on TV screens, and in a
thousand ways society tells you every day that you are worthless because
you have no achievement... But the gospel tells us that we are not defined
by outside forces. It tells us that we count; even more, that we are loved
unconditionally and infinitely, irrespective of anything you have achieved
or failed to achieve. Imagine now this gospel not simply proclaimed, but
embodied in a community. Justified by sheer grace, the community seeks
to “justify” by grace those declared “unjust” by a society’s implacable law
of achievement.... A dead doctrine? Hardly! - Miroslav Volf (Yale Theology)
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OUR RESPONSE

Deuteronomy 4:5-8

5 See, | have taught you statutes and rules, as the LORD my God
commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you
are entering to take possession of it. 6 Keep them and do them,
for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight
of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say,
'SureIK this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 7
For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the
LORD our God is to us, whenever we call upon him? 8 And what
great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as
all this law that | set before you today?




