
JESUS EXTENDS

HIS CHURCH

ACTS 9, 22 & 26



ACTS 9:1-6 1 BUT SAUL, STILL BREATHING THREATS AND MURDER AGAINST THE DISCIPLES OF 

THE LORD, WENT TO THE HIGH PRIEST

2 AND ASKED HIM FOR LETTERS TO THE SYNAGOGUES AT DAMASCUS, SO THAT IF 

HE FOUND ANY BELONGING TO THE WAY, MEN OR WOMEN, HE MIGHT BRING 

THEM BOUND TO JERUSALEM.

3 NOW AS HE WENT ON HIS WAY, HE APPROACHED DAMASCUS, AND SUDDENLY A 

LIGHT FROM HEAVEN SHONE AROUND HIM.

4 AND FALLING TO THE GROUND, HE HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO HIM, “SAUL, 

SAUL, WHY ARE YOU PERSECUTING ME?”

5 AND HE SAID, “WHO ARE YOU, LORD?” AND HE SAID, “I AM JESUS, WHOM YOU 

ARE PERSECUTING.

6 BUT RISE AND ENTER THE CITY, AND YOU WILL BE TOLD WHAT YOU ARE TO DO.”



ACTS 9:7-12 7 THE MEN WHO WERE TRAVELING WITH HIM STOOD SPEECHLESS, HEARING THE VOICE 

BUT SEEING NO ONE.

8 SAUL ROSE FROM THE GROUND, AND ALTHOUGH HIS EYES WERE OPENED, HE SAW 

NOTHING. SO THEY LED HIM BY THE HAND AND BROUGHT HIM INTO DAMASCUS.

9 AND FOR THREE DAYS HE WAS WITHOUT SIGHT, AND NEITHER ATE NOR DRANK.

10 NOW THERE WAS A DISCIPLE AT DAMASCUS NAMED ANANIAS. THE LORD SAID TO 

HIM IN A VISION, “ANANIAS.” AND HE SAID, “HERE I AM, LORD.”

11 AND THE LORD SAID TO HIM, “RISE AND GO TO THE STREET CALLED STRAIGHT, AND 

AT THE HOUSE OF JUDAS LOOK FOR A MAN OF TARSUS NAMED SAUL, FOR BEHOLD, HE 

IS PRAYING,

12 AND HE HAS SEEN IN A VISION A MAN NAMED ANANIAS COME IN AND LAY HIS 

HANDS ON HIM SO THAT HE MIGHT REGAIN HIS SIGHT.”



ACTS 9:13-16 13 BUT ANANIAS ANSWERED, “LORD, I HAVE HEARD FROM MANY 

ABOUT THIS MAN, HOW MUCH EVIL HE HAS DONE TO YOUR SAINTS 

AT JERUSALEM.

14 AND HERE HE HAS AUTHORITY FROM THE CHIEF PRIESTS TO BIND 

ALL WHO CALL ON YOUR NAME.”

15 BUT THE LORD SAID TO HIM, “GO, FOR HE IS A CHOSEN 

INSTRUMENT OF MINE TO CARRY MY NAME BEFORE THE GENTILES 

AND KINGS AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.

16 FOR I WILL SHOW HIM HOW MUCH HE MUST SUFFER FOR THE 

SAKE OF MY NAME.”



ACTS 9:17-18

17 SO ANANIAS DEPARTED AND ENTERED THE HOUSE. AND LAYING 

HIS HANDS ON HIM HE SAID, “BROTHER SAUL, THE LORD JESUS WHO 

APPEARED TO YOU ON THE ROAD BY WHICH YOU CAME HAS SENT 

ME SO THAT YOU MAY REGAIN YOUR SIGHT AND BE FILLED WITH THE 

HOLY SPIRIT.”

18 AND IMMEDIATELY SOMETHING LIKE SCALES FELL FROM HIS EYES, 

AND HE REGAINED HIS SIGHT. THEN HE ROSE AND WAS BAPTIZED;



ACTS 9:19-22 19 AND TAKING FOOD, HE WAS STRENGTHENED. FOR SOME DAYS 

HE WAS WITH THE DISCIPLES AT DAMASCUS.

20 AND IMMEDIATELY HE PROCLAIMED JESUS IN THE SYNAGOGUES, 

SAYING, “HE IS THE SON OF GOD.”

21 AND ALL WHO HEARD HIM WERE AMAZED AND SAID, “IS NOT 

THIS THE MAN WHO MADE HAVOC IN JERUSALEM OF THOSE WHO 

CALLED UPON THIS NAME? AND HAS HE NOT COME HERE FOR THIS 

PURPOSE, TO BRING THEM BOUND BEFORE THE CHIEF PRIESTS?”

22 BUT SAUL INCREASED ALL THE MORE IN STRENGTH, AND 

CONFOUNDED THE JEWS WHO LIVED IN DAMASCUS BY PROVING 

THAT JESUS WAS THE CHRIST.



ACTS 9:23-25

23 WHEN MANY DAYS HAD PASSED, THE JEWS PLOTTED TO KILL 

HIM,

24 BUT THEIR PLOT BECAME KNOWN TO SAUL. THEY WERE 

WATCHING THE GATES DAY AND NIGHT IN ORDER TO KILL HIM,

25 BUT HIS DISCIPLES TOOK HIM BY NIGHT AND LET HIM DOWN 

THROUGH AN OPENING IN THE WALL, LOWERING HIM IN A BASKET.



ACTS 9:26-29 26 AND WHEN HE HAD COME TO JERUSALEM, HE ATTEMPTED TO 

JOIN THE DISCIPLES. AND THEY WERE ALL AFRAID OF HIM, FOR THEY 

DID NOT BELIEVE THAT HE WAS A DISCIPLE.

27 BUT BARNABAS TOOK HIM AND BROUGHT HIM TO THE 

APOSTLES AND DECLARED TO THEM HOW ON THE ROAD HE HAD 

SEEN THE LORD, WHO SPOKE TO HIM, AND HOW AT DAMASCUS HE 

HAD PREACHED BOLDLY IN THE NAME OF JESUS.

28 SO HE WENT IN AND OUT AMONG THEM AT JERUSALEM, 

PREACHING BOLDLY IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.

29 AND HE SPOKE AND DISPUTED AGAINST THE HELLENISTS. BUT 

THEY WERE SEEKING TO KILL HIM.



ACTS 9:30-31

30 AND WHEN THE BROTHERS LEARNED THIS, THEY BROUGHT HIM 

DOWN TO CAESAREA AND SENT HIM OFF TO TARSUS.

31 SO THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT ALL JUDEA AND GALILEE AND 

SAMARIA HAD PEACE AND WAS BEING BUILT UP. AND WALKING IN 

THE FEAR OF THE LORD AND IN THE COMFORT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 

IT MULTIPLIED.



ACTS 22:3-8 3 “I AM A JEW, BORN IN TARSUS IN CILICIA, BUT BROUGHT UP IN THIS CITY, EDUCATED AT THE 

FEET OF GAMALIEL ACCORDING TO THE STRICT MANNER OF THE LAW OF OUR FATHERS, BEING 

ZEALOUS FOR GOD AS ALL OF YOU ARE THIS DAY.

4 I PERSECUTED THIS WAY TO THE DEATH, BINDING AND DELIVERING TO PRISON BOTH MEN 

AND WOMEN,

5 AS THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE WHOLE COUNCIL OF ELDERS CAN BEAR ME WITNESS. FROM 

THEM I RECEIVED LETTERS TO THE BROTHERS, AND I JOURNEYED TOWARD DAMASCUS TO TAKE 

THOSE ALSO WHO WERE THERE AND BRING THEM IN BONDS TO JERUSALEM TO BE PUNISHED.

6 “AS I WAS ON MY WAY AND DREW NEAR TO DAMASCUS, ABOUT NOON A GREAT LIGHT 

FROM HEAVEN SUDDENLY SHONE AROUND ME.

7 AND I FELL TO THE GROUND AND HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME, ‘SAUL, SAUL, WHY ARE 

YOU PERSECUTING ME?’

8 AND I ANSWERED, ‘WHO ARE YOU, LORD?’ AND HE SAID TO ME, ‘I AM JESUS OF NAZARETH, 

WHOM YOU ARE PERSECUTING.’



ACTS 22:9-11

9 NOW THOSE WHO WERE WITH ME SAW THE LIGHT BUT DID NOT UNDERSTAND THE 

VOICE OF THE ONE WHO WAS SPEAKING TO ME.

10 AND I SAID, ‘WHAT SHALL I DO, LORD?’ AND THE LORD SAID TO ME, ‘RISE, AND GO 

INTO DAMASCUS, AND THERE YOU WILL BE TOLD ALL THAT IS APPOINTED FOR YOU TO 

DO.’

11 AND SINCE I COULD NOT SEE BECAUSE OF THE BRIGHTNESS OF THAT LIGHT, I WAS 

LED BY THE HAND BY THOSE WHO WERE WITH ME, AND CAME INTO DAMASCUS.



ACTS 22:12-16
12 “AND ONE ANANIAS, A DEVOUT MAN ACCORDING TO THE LAW, 

WELL SPOKEN OF BY ALL THE JEWS WHO LIVED THERE,

13 CAME TO ME, AND STANDING BY ME SAID TO ME, ‘BROTHER 

SAUL, RECEIVE YOUR SIGHT.’ AND AT THAT VERY HOUR I RECEIVED 

MY SIGHT AND SAW HIM.

14 AND HE SAID, ‘THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS APPOINTED YOU TO 

KNOW HIS WILL, TO SEE THE RIGHTEOUS ONE AND TO HEAR A VOICE 

FROM HIS MOUTH;

15 FOR YOU WILL BE A WITNESS FOR HIM TO EVERYONE OF WHAT 

YOU HAVE SEEN AND HEARD.

16 AND NOW WHY DO YOU WAIT? RISE AND BE BAPTIZED AND 

WASH AWAY YOUR SINS, CALLING ON HIS NAME.’



ACTS 22:17-18

17 “WHEN I HAD RETURNED TO JERUSALEM AND WAS PRAYING IN 

THE TEMPLE, I FELL INTO A TRANCE

18 AND SAW HIM SAYING TO ME, ‘MAKE HASTE AND GET OUT OF 

JERUSALEM QUICKLY, BECAUSE THEY WILL NOT ACCEPT YOUR 

TESTIMONY ABOUT ME.’



ACTS 22:19-21

19 AND I SAID, ‘LORD, THEY THEMSELVES KNOW THAT IN ONE 

SYNAGOGUE AFTER ANOTHER I IMPRISONED AND BEAT THOSE WHO 

BELIEVED IN YOU.

20 AND WHEN THE BLOOD OF STEPHEN YOUR WITNESS WAS BEING 

SHED, I MYSELF WAS STANDING BY AND APPROVING AND WATCHING 

OVER THE GARMENTS OF THOSE WHO KILLED HIM.’

21 AND HE SAID TO ME, ‘GO, FOR I WILL SEND YOU FAR AWAY TO 

THE GENTILES.’”



ACTS 26:4-9
4 “MY MANNER OF LIFE FROM MY YOUTH, SPENT FROM THE BEGINNING AMONG MY OWN 

NATION AND IN JERUSALEM, IS KNOWN BY ALL THE JEWS.

5 THEY HAVE KNOWN FOR A LONG TIME, IF THEY ARE WILLING TO TESTIFY, THAT ACCORDING 

TO THE STRICTEST PARTY OF OUR RELIGION I HAVE LIVED AS A PHARISEE.

6 AND NOW I STAND HERE ON TRIAL BECAUSE OF MY HOPE IN THE PROMISE MADE BY GOD 

TO OUR FATHERS,

7 TO WHICH OUR TWELVE TRIBES HOPE TO ATTAIN, AS THEY EARNESTLY WORSHIP NIGHT AND 

DAY. AND FOR THIS HOPE I AM ACCUSED BY JEWS, O KING!

8 WHY IS IT THOUGHT INCREDIBLE BY ANY OF YOU THAT GOD RAISES THE DEAD?

9 “I MYSELF WAS CONVINCED THAT I OUGHT TO DO MANY THINGS IN OPPOSING THE NAME 

OF JESUS OF NAZARETH.



ACTS 26:10-14 10 AND I DID SO IN JERUSALEM. I NOT ONLY LOCKED UP MANY OF THE SAINTS IN PRISON 

AFTER RECEIVING AUTHORITY FROM THE CHIEF PRIESTS, BUT WHEN THEY WERE PUT TO 

DEATH I CAST MY VOTE AGAINST THEM.

11 AND I PUNISHED THEM OFTEN IN ALL THE SYNAGOGUES AND TRIED TO MAKE THEM 

BLASPHEME, AND IN RAGING FURY AGAINST THEM I PERSECUTED THEM EVEN TO FOREIGN 

CITIES.

12 “IN THIS CONNECTION I JOURNEYED TO DAMASCUS WITH THE AUTHORITY AND 

COMMISSION OF THE CHIEF PRIESTS.

13 AT MIDDAY, O KING, I SAW ON THE WAY A LIGHT FROM HEAVEN, BRIGHTER THAN THE 

SUN, THAT SHONE AROUND ME AND THOSE WHO JOURNEYED WITH ME.

14 AND WHEN WE HAD ALL FALLEN TO THE GROUND, I HEARD A VOICE SAYING TO ME IN 

THE HEBREW LANGUAGE, ‘SAUL, SAUL, WHY ARE YOU PERSECUTING ME? IT IS HARD FOR 

YOU TO KICK AGAINST THE GOADS.’



ACTS 26:15-18
15 AND I SAID, ‘WHO ARE YOU, LORD?’ AND THE LORD SAID, ‘I AM 

JESUS WHOM YOU ARE PERSECUTING.

16 BUT RISE AND STAND UPON YOUR FEET, FOR I HAVE APPEARED 

TO YOU FOR THIS PURPOSE, TO APPOINT YOU AS A SERVANT AND 

WITNESS TO THE THINGS IN WHICH YOU HAVE SEEN ME AND TO 

THOSE IN WHICH I WILL APPEAR TO YOU,

17 DELIVERING YOU FROM YOUR PEOPLE AND FROM THE 

GENTILES—TO WHOM I AM SENDING YOU

18 TO OPEN THEIR EYES, SO THAT THEY MAY TURN FROM DARKNESS 

TO LIGHT AND FROM THE POWER OF SATAN TO GOD, THAT THEY 

MAY RECEIVE FORGIVENESS OF SINS AND A PLACE AMONG THOSE 

WHO ARE SANCTIFIED BY FAITH IN ME.’



ACTS 26:19-20

19 “THEREFORE, O KING AGRIPPA, I WAS NOT DISOBEDIENT TO THE 

HEAVENLY VISION,

20 BUT DECLARED FIRST TO THOSE IN DAMASCUS, THEN IN 

JERUSALEM AND THROUGHOUT ALL THE REGION OF JUDEA, AND 

ALSO TO THE GENTILES, THAT THEY SHOULD REPENT AND TURN TO 

GOD, PERFORMING DEEDS IN KEEPING WITH THEIR REPENTANCE.



ACTS 26:21-23
21 FOR THIS REASON THE JEWS SEIZED ME IN THE TEMPLE AND 

TRIED TO KILL ME.

22 TO THIS DAY I HAVE HAD THE HELP THAT COMES FROM GOD, 

AND SO I STAND HERE TESTIFYING BOTH TO SMALL AND GREAT, 

SAYING NOTHING BUT WHAT THE PROPHETS AND MOSES SAID 

WOULD COME TO PASS:

23 THAT THE CHRIST MUST SUFFER AND THAT, BY BEING THE FIRST 

TO RISE FROM THE DEAD, HE WOULD PROCLAIM LIGHT BOTH TO OUR 

PEOPLE AND TO THE GENTILES.”


