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Where are you looking?

hebrews 12:1-2

! Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, ? looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

The first distraction

genesis 3:4-7

* Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. ® For God knows that in the day you eat
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." ® So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. ” Then the eyes of
both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and
made themselves coverings.

An end-time problem

revelation 3:18

18 | counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that
you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with
eye salve, that you may see.

Possible distractions now:

Satan

You

Success / significance
Money / material possessions
Sexual temptation

Leaders

Friends / family
Circumstances
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When eyes look to Jesus...

ephesians 1:17-19 (HCSB)

17| pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, would give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him. ' | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so you may

know what is the hope of His calling, what are the glorious riches of His inheritance among the saints, *°
and what is the immeasurable greatness of His power to us who believe, according to the working of His
vast strength.

...voices will respond

isaiah 12:1-6 (ESV)

1 'You will say in that day: "l will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me, your
anger turned away, that you might comfort me. ? "Behold, God is my salvation; | will trust, and will not
be afraid; for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation." 3 With joy
you will draw water from the wells of salvation. * And you will say in that day: "Give thanks to the LORD,
call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. °



"Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously; let this be made known in all the earth. ® Shout,
and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel."



