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Word

Introduction

Daniel 11:32b

...the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.

exploit:
An act or deed, especially a brilliant or heroic one.
(http://www.thefreedictionary.com)

Abram’s call

Genesis 12:1-4

! Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from your father's house,
To a land that | will show you. 2 | will make you a great nation; | will bless you And make your name great;
And you shall be a blessing. 2 | will bless those who bless you, And | will curse him who curses you; And in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." * So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and
Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

Abraham’s test

Genesis 22:1-3

! Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said,
"Here | am." 2 Then He said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which | shall tell you." ® So
Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and
Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God
had told him.

God'’s response

Genesis 22:15-18

15 Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, '® and said: "By Myself |
have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only
son— !’ blessing | will bless you, and multiplying | will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven
and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 8
In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice."

1. Faith pleases God

Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that
He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

2. Obedience completes faith

Hebrews 11:8

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.


http://www.thefreedictionary.com/

Hebrews 11:17-19

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up
his only begotten son, ' of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called," ** concluding that God
was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.

3. God responds to obedience

James 2:20-24

20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 2! Was not Abraham our father
justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together
with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? #? And the Scripture was fulfilled which says,
"Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of
God. ?* You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.

Conclusion

1. Great exploits require faith and obedience.

2. Great exploits are born from greatness (God).

3. What are the great exploits God has called you to do?
4. What is holding you back?



