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John 13:34-35
3% A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another; as | have loved you, that you also love one
another. 3® By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

John 15:12-13
2 This is My commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. '* Greater love has no one than
this, than to lay down one's life for his friends.

The essence of the Gospel

Matthew 16:21-25

1 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 2> Then Peter took
Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!" # But
He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the
things of God, but the things of men." ?* Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. 2> For whoever desires to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.

A: Make the choice

Deuteronomy 30:19

| call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that | have set before you life and death, blessing
and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;

Psalm 110:3a
Your people shall be volunteers in the day of Your power;

B: Deny yourself

Philippians 2:3-4

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others
better than himself. * Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of
others.

C: Take up your cross

Matthew 10:37-38

37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more
than Me is not worthy of Me. *® And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.

Philippians 2:7-8

” but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. &
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross.

D: Keep following
1 Corinthians 11:1 (AMP)
Pattern yourselves after me [follow my examplel, as | imitate and follow Christ (the Messiah).



An environment of change
1 John 4:20-21

20 |f someone says, "l love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother
whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 2! And this commandment we have from
Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.



