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Matthew 4:17
From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

A: the door of righteousness

Matthew 5:17-20

17 "Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18
For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from
the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and
teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For | say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

B: the door to intimacy

Matthew 7:21-23

2L "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord," shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of
My Father in heaven. 2> Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name,
cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 2 And then | will declare to them, 'l
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'

C: the door to humility

Matthew 18:1-4

I At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" ? Then
Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, ® and said, "Assuredly, | say to you, unless
you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. *
Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

D: the door to worship

Matthew 19:23, 24

2 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "Assuredly, | say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the
kingdom of heaven. ?* And again | say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

There is a choice

Matthew 21:28-32

28 "But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go, work today in
my vineyard.' 29 He answered and said, 'l will not,' but afterward he regretted it and went. *° Then he came
to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, 'l go, sir,' but he did not go. * Which of the two
did the will of his father?" They said to Him, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Assuredly, | say to you that tax
collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. *2 For John came to you in the way of
righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw
it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.



