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philippians 3:12-14 (NLT) 
12 I don't mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. 

But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. 13 No, dear brothers and 

sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what 

lies ahead, 14 I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through 

Christ Jesus, is calling us. 

 

a. FORGETTING THE PAST 

philippians 3:13b (NLT) 

Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 

 

1. breaking the cycle 

joshua 5:4-6 
4 And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: All the people who came out of Egypt who 

were males, all the men of war, had died in the wilderness on the way, after they had come out of 

Egypt. 5 For all the people who came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the 

wilderness, on the way as they came out of Egypt, had not been circumcised. 6 For the children of 

Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people who were men of war, who came out of 

Egypt, were consumed, because they did not obey the voice of the LORD— to whom the LORD swore 

that He would not show them the land which the LORD had sworn to their fathers that He would give 

us, "a land flowing with milk and honey." 

 

hebrews 3:7-9 
7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you will hear His voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as 

in the rebellion, in the day of trial in the wilderness, 9 where your fathers tested Me, tried Me, and 

saw My works forty years. 

 

2. pain, then healing 

joshua 5:7,8 
7 Then Joshua circumcised their sons whom He raised up in their place; for they were uncircumcised, 

because they had not been circumcised on the way. 8 So it was, when they had finished circumcising 

all the people, that they stayed in their places in the camp till they were healed. 

 

romans 8:18,19 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 

which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the 

revealing of the sons of God. 

 

3. celebrating the change 

joshua 5:9-12 
9 Then the LORD said to Joshua, "This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you." 

Therefore the name of the place is called Gilgal to this day. 10 Now the children of Israel camped in 

Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight on the plains of Jericho. 
11 And they ate of the produce of the land on the day after the Passover, unleavened bread and 

parched grain, on the very same day. 12 Then the manna ceased on the day after they had eaten the 

produce of the land; and the children of Israel no longer had manna, but they ate the food of the 

land of Canaan that year. 
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b. CONSECRATION 

philippians 3:13b (NLT) 

Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, 

 

1. know your Boss 

joshua 5:13,14a 
13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a 

Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, 

"Are You for us or for our adversaries?" 14 So He said, "No, but as Commander of the army of the 

LORD I have now come." 

 

2. know your position 

joshua 5:14b 

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, "What does my Lord say to 

His servant?" 

 

3. take off your shoes 

joshua 5:15 

Then the Commander of the LORD's army said to Joshua, "Take your sandal off your foot, for the 

place where you stand is holy." And Joshua did so. 

 

philippians 2:9-11 
9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of 

those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 

of God the Father. 


