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romans 14:17
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Jesus promised fullness of joy
john 15:11
These things | have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

what steals our joy?

1.

Sin in our lives.

2. Other people.
3. Circumstances.

how can we have fullness of joy?

a.

a. Abide in Him (John 15).

b. Bear fruit (John 15).

abiding in Him

psalm 16:11

You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures

forevermore.

1. the joy of revelation
nehemiah 8:9-12
° And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn nor weep." For all
the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law. '° Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat
the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy
to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." 1! So the Levites quieted all the
people, saying, "Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved.“ 2 And all the people went their way
to eat and drink, to send portions and rejoice greatly, because they understood the words that were
declared to them.

2. the joy of restoration
psalm 51:10-13
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. ! Do not cast me away
from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 2 Restore to me the joy of Your
salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. '* Then | will teach transgressors Your ways, And
sinners shall be converted to You.

3. the joy of an eternal focus

hebrews 12:2
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

habakkuk 3:17,18

7 Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the labor of the olive may
fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, And there be no
herd in the stalls— 8 Yet | will rejoice in the LORD, | will joy in the God of my salvation.



b. bearing fruit
isaiah 55:12
For you shall go out with joy, And be led out with peace; The mountains and the hills Shall break forth
into singing before you, And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

1. the joy of giving
2 corinthians 8:2-4 (CEV)
2 Although they were going through hard times and were very poor, they were glad to give generously.
3 They gave as much as they could afford and even more, simply because they wanted to. # They even
asked and begged us to let them have the joy of giving their money for God's people.

2. the joy of serving
matthew 25:21
His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, | will
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'

3. the joy of making disciples
john 16:24
Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.

luke 15:7

| say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.



